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Preamble
We, the American Veterans 

of World War II, Korea, Vietnam 

and those who served, or are serving, 

in the Armed Forces 

of the United States thereafter, 

fully realizing our responsibility 

to our community, to our State 

and to our Nation, 

associate ourselves for 

the following purposes: 

to uphold and defend the

 Constitution of the United States; 

to safeguard the principles of freedom, 

liberty and justice for all; 

to promote the cause of peace 

and goodwill among nations;

 to maintain inviolate the freedom 

of our Country; 

to preserve the fundamentals 

of democracy; 

to perpetuate the friendship and 

association of those veterans; 

and, to dedicate ourselves 

to the cause of mutual assistance, 

this by the grace of God.

NEW

Commander
Jim Benware

First ViCe Commander
Richard G . DeJesu

exeCutiVe direCtor
Rich Rossi

Auxiliary President 
Gloria Morck

January 12, 2015

Let me start off by saying 
that I hope you all had a great 
holiday season and wish you and 
yours joy and happiness in the 
New Year.

AMVETS National has 
initiated a new promotion 
targeting membership: for every 
five new members that you sign 
up in 2015, you will receive an 
AMVETS Challenge Coin along 
with a chance to win a one-week 
vacation for two at the Carlsbad 

Inn Beach Resort in Carlsbad, California, including airfare and 
$500.00 cash. You will also have the opportunity to win one of 
three AT&T Galaxy S-5 smartphones (retail $659.98).

The Department of New York had, at the end of 2014, 1,677 
Annual members and 4,314 Life members, for a total of 5,991 
members. I know that this number improved at the end of 
December 2014, but National has not posted the year-end results 
as of yet.

I did send out letters to all Members-at-large who have not 
renewed for 2014-2015, and will be doing the same for MALs 

I hope everyone had a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. I know a lot of Posts 
made our troops very happy by 
sending them care packages 
for Christmas. Hopefully the 
War is coming to an end, but I 
think we will still be sending 
out care packages to the troops. 
Remember that if you sent out 
care packages, make sure you 
put in for a grant to the Service 
Foundation. 

Our membership has gone 
down over the last couple of years. We lost a couple of Posts and 
we have eleven Posts under suspension. Membership recruitment 
is the job of all AMVETS, but especially the duty of the Zone 
Commanders. National has a Membership Drive program, in that 
if you recruit five members, you receive a challenge coin and 
your name is entered in a drawing for a cell phone and a weeks’ 
vacation in California. New members will not have to wait a year 
for their plastic cards anymore, as National has a new policy of 
mailing out cards for new members every month. Renewals will 
no longer be getting those little stickers, but will be issued new 
cards every year.

Fellow AMVETS,
It is an honor to serve all of 

you as Department Commander. 
In working with a group of 
talented, dedicated members 
has made this year enjoyable. 
Attending the National and 
district meetings has been an 
outstanding experience as well. 
I have visited several posts this 
fall and planning on visiting 
as many posts as possible; 
however, the year is going by 
quite fast. I am looking forward 

to seeing everyone on March 20 & 21, 2015 for the Spring SEC 
in Binghamton at the DoubleTree Hotel.

Please keep in mind post program reporting, as this is very 
valuable to our AMVETS Organization in order too maintain 
our tax-exempt status. If there is any problem getting these 
programs organized, please remember we have a great staff 
of Zone Commanders that are willing to travel to your post to 
help. They will assist your post with other issues as well. At this 
time we need to raise our membership status, keeping in mind 
a membership drive is always important — members asking 
people to join AMVETS works well. National is offering some 

Greetings to Our AMVETS 
Family,

Happy, healthy New Year to 
all!!

First of all, I would like to thank 
Commander Jim Benware and all 
those up-state people who made 
the trek down to Long Island to 
attend my Testimonial Dinner. 
Thank you to Harold Chapman, 
National 2nd Vice Commander 
for presenting me with a 
beautiful letter of recognition 
from National Commander Larry 

E. Via. Special thank you goes out to Auxiliary 18 for giving me 
such a memorable day. I must not forget to thank all my friends, 
relatives, dignitaries and downstate AMVETS and Auxiliary for 
attending my “Special Recognition Day.”

I cannot stress enough continued communication with our 
“sisters.” We must always be aware of the happenings, and never 
miss that opportunity to help our Auxiliary grow. Please don’t forget 
one new AMVET could mean two or three Auxiliary members. 
Try to have open communication with the AMVET Membership 
person. After all, we are family, and we would like the entire family 
involved. At this point, I must mention my theme, “TOGETHER 
WE ARE ONE.”

New Legislative Chairman
R. Bob Becker, Jr.

—Commander, continued on Pg. 28 —Auxiliary President, continued on Pg. 27

—First Vice Commander, continued on Pg. 28 —Executive Director, continued on Pg. 28
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Commander Benware, Executive Committee
and my Fellow AMVETS,

Greetings once again and thanks for your articles and 
pictures. I hope the Fall issue got to you and found everyone 
in good health.

I’m seeing fewer and fewer articles from your post. Please 
try to gather information and photos of events you do for the 
community, as well as for the post.

Your Post addresses and information is from the revalida-
tion forms you provided to your Executive Director. Any 
problems, please direct them to Rich Rossi, your ED. Please 

double-check the addresses you want in the Empire AMVET. 
I hope you enjoy your newspaper and remember to enjoy the articles and stories 

from your neighboring posts. Keep the information of what goes on in your post and 
submit it to me by April 30th, 2015 - that is the next Deadline. Please try to be prompt.  
Have fun with your paper and I hope the information of veterans’ happenings is a help 
to you. Also, be sure to report the programs you do to Beryl Love at National. Ask your 
regional commanders to assist you if you need their help. There are many things you 
do on the Post level that qualify for programs.

One of our programs is the Freedoms Foundation where we send a student from 
each state that won in the Essay Contest. We were lucky to have Amanda Mason from 
Parishville take this award. I spent some time with her in Pennsylvania at the weekend 
conference. The weekend was a truly educational experience for the students. I have 
included a couple of pictures of Amanda and the group she was with at the Freedoms 
Foundation [bottom far right on this page.]

Yours in AMVETS,
Harold Chapman

Editor’s Message 
Harold Chapman, Empire AMVET Editor

Chaplain
Hal Queyor

State Legislative Chairman 
R. Bob Becker, Jr.

Greetings to all of our New York Amvets, Ladies Auxiliary, Sons of Amvets and 
our Rider’s Clubs. Please let us take this time to remember our comrades who have 
left our ranks since the 2014 convention. From Post 4, Winston Brownell, Edward 
Colbert, Alfred Gregor, David Reichenbach, Ernest Schneller, John Scott, Raymond 
Sweeney; Post 8; Earl Hart, Leon Trombley:  Post 19; Bryan Burgess, John Harper, 
Vincent Montroy; Post 40, Mario Belcullio, Ron Futi, J Pietropaolo; Post 45, Seymour 
Davis, Peter Linkowski, Leonard Redlinski, James Swist; Post 88, Theodore Hutzel, 
Michael Kowasewski, Paul LaBella; Post 111, Edward Adams, Richard Byrnes; Post 
245, Gerald Ferringer, Norman Frewin, Rodney Stephens, Richard Terpstra; Post 384, 
Theodore Averson; Post 897, Gary Mahoney, Philip Tabbi; Post 1997, Paul McKeever, 
Stephen Votra; Post 8113, Alvin Bucher.

Almighty Father, please welcome our comrades into your kingdom and grant them 
life everlasting.
SEMPER FI, COMRADES
May God Bless you and your family and keep you healthy.

Hal Queyor, Chaplain
Amvets Department of New York

“The Department of New York Sons of AMVETS will be hosting a Golf Tournament 
on Monday, May 11, 2015 at the Swan Lake Golf Course in Mayorsville, NY with a 
shotgun start at 7:30 AM. The cost is $120 per person, which includes greens fee, golf 
cart, lunch at the turn, open bar, buffet dinner and prizes. You can sign up as a single 
or may sign up as a foursome. The beverages and buffet will be conducted at AMVETS 
Post #88 with the food catered by Stalloue’s Catering.

Profits from the tournament will help the Sons Serving Veterans to continue our pro-
gramming which has included: shopping sprees for 66 female vets at eleven VAMC’s in 
the state, providing food to homeless veterans in Niagara County, sending popcorn to 
deployed troops, helping upgrade the electric grid at LEEK Preserve, which provides 
fully paid hunting and fishing excursions for wounded veterans, plus much more.

Send your personal information, with check for $120 per person, to John Cerny, 14 
Frankel Rd., Massapequa, NY. If you have questions, call John at 516-721-4226 or Pat 
Mitchell at 631-363-6412.

We hope to see you on the links for a fun day!”

Les Baker, Jr ., Sons Commander
Sons of AMVETS, Department of NY

Your state leader just got back from a break. It’s time for them to get back to work. 
Some pending legislation:

Agent Orange Extender—this extends to June 15, 2016 the deadline for filing 
suits against the producers of Agent Orange. Those persons whose injury or death was 
caused by contact with or exposure to phenoxy herbicides and served as members of 
the U.S. Armed Forces in Indo-China from December 22, 1961 through May 7, 1975, 
may apply. (Chapter 46 Laws of 2014; A8479/S7760.)

Eligible Funds Real Property Exemptions Increases—increases the real property 
tax exemption a veteran may receive on real property purchased with eligible funds 
from $5,000 to $7,500 of the assessed value of such property. Although this statute 
has been amended many times since it was first enacted in 1897, the $5,000. It has not 
been raised since it was first included in the law. (Passed Both House; A2124/S592.)

The following passed Assembly only;
Military Sexual Trauma—requires the Division of Veterans’ Affairs to develop 

plans for assistance and benefits for veterans who experienced military sexual trauma 
while on active duty or during military training. This legislation also requires the 
county and city veterans’ service agencies to provide information for these veterans. 
(Passed Assembly only A7086A.)

Homeless Veterans—requires the Division of Veterans’ Affairs in consultation with 
the Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance, Department of Labor and Office of 
Children and Families to determine the number of homeless person in New York State 
that are veterans. The study would include:
(a) An analysis of veterans in New York State currently homeless or have been 

homeless within five years of being released from active duty, including a break-
down by gender;

(b) Date on the number of children of homeless veterans, including their current  
 placement;

(c) Cases of Military Sexual Trauma whole on active duty or during military  
training, and;

(d) UNEMPLOYEMENT RATE OF THE HOMELESS VETERANS. (Passed  
Assembly only; A7259.)

Veterans Related Legislation
Service-Disabled Veterans-Owned Act—This measure sets the goal of six percent 

for the state’s procurement contracts to be with businesses owned by service-disabled 
veterans. The bill creates within the Office of General Services (OGS), the Division of 
Service-Disabled Veterans’ Business Development, whose director would be appointed 
by the Governor and is required to develop and coordinate with the OGS commissioner 
a statewide plan that promotes the program among state agencies. (Chapter 22 of the 
laws of 2014; A9135/S6865.)

Military Buyback for ALL Veterans Regardless of When or Where Served—This 
bill would eliminate the requirements of when or where an honorable discharged 
veteran who has at least five years in the various state retirement systems so that they 
can buyback up to three years of their military service. (Passed both houses; A6974B/
S7839.)

As your new Legislative Chairman, I would like to hear from the membership on 
Veterans issues.

Thanks,
Bob Becker
6 Lent Ct., Apt. 5, Schenectady, NY 12306
518-428-7793
mclsarge@aol.com

Harold Chapman, editor of the 
Empire Amvet with Amanda Mason, 

winner of the Essay Contest. 
Amanda is from the Parishville Post.

Freedoms Foundation
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ALL MEETINGS ARE OPEN AND MEMBERS ARE REQUESTED TO ATTEND

Friday, March 20 Meeting will start at 2:00 p .m .
 Finance Meeting
 Guest Speakers
 Service Foundation Meeting

Saturday, March 21 Meeting will start at 10:30 a .m .
 SEC Called to Order
 Invocation Chaplain Hal Queyor
 Pledge of Allegiance Provost Marshall George Stondell
 Preamble Commander Jim Benware
 POW/MIA Joe Ashman 
 Roll Call Executive Director Rich Rossi
 Recognition of Past National and State Commanders
 Minutes of SEC

 Officer’s Reports
 Commander Jim Benware
 1st Vice Rich DeJesu
 2nd Vice Dave Feary
 3rd Vice Jim Gardner
 Provost Marshall George Stondell
 Finance Officer Jack Gray
 Judge Advocate Marty Bugaj
 NEC Frank Tufariello
 Service Foundation Frank DeMarco
 Executive Director Rich Rossi
 Empire Amvet Editor Harold Chapman
 NSO Denise Bugaj
 Women Veterans Debbie Ransom
 Legislative Chairman Bob Becker
 Resolutions Marty Bugaj
 Convention Report Rich Rossi
 Americanism Jim Zaun
 Drug/Alcohol Brent Morck
 PRO Bob Nathan
 Grievance Committee Ron Faucher
 Inspector General Mark Phillips
 Webmaster Joe Ashman
 ROTC Dave Feary
 Sons Co-coordinator Ron Tamberlin

 VAVS Reports
 Albany “E J” Knapik
 Bath Les Baker 
 Brooklyn George Dougherty
 Canadagua TBA
 Montrose Chris Milano
 Northport Jack Maxwell
 Syracuse  Jim Fitzgerald
 Batavia Jim Kemp
 Bronx Marty Dellaquilla
 Buffalo Art Vanderbush
 Castle Point Frank Aulicino
 Manhattan TBA
 St. Albans Emery Perry

 Zone Commanders
 Zone One Chuck Marsillo
 Zone Two Les Baker
 Zone Three Hal Queyor
 Zone Four Joe Ballas
 Zone Five Tom Abarno
 Zone Six John Massaro
 Zone Seven Marty Ashman

 Unfinished Business
 New Business
 Good & Welfare
 Salute to the Flag
 Benediction
 Adjournment

AMVETS Department of New York
State Executive Committee Meeting

Binghamton, New York - March 20th & 21st, 2015
AGENDA

VA Announces the 
Appointment of New 
Members to Advisory 

Council
Gulf War-Related Brain Cancer 

Study Also Announced
The Department of Veterans Affairs 

(VA) is announcing the appointment of 
new members to the Research Advisory 
Committee (RAC) on Gulf War Veterans’ 
Illnesses.

VA will appoint Stephen L. Hauser, MD 
as committee chair for a term through 
September 2016. Dr. Hauser is the Robert 
A. Fishman Distinguished Professor and 
Chair of the Department of Neurology 
at the University of California, San 
Francisco. A neuroimmunologist, Dr. 
Hauser’s research has advanced the under-
standing of the genetic basis, immune 
mechanisms and treatment of multiple 
sclerosis.

Additional appointees include Ronnie 
D. Horner, PhD, who is a Professor of 
Epidemiology in the Department of Health 
Services Policy and Management at the 
Arnold School of Public Health, University 
of South Carolina; Frances E. Perez-
Wilhite, a former US Army Officer who 
served as a Lieutenant in Desert Shield in 
1990; and Scott S. Young, MD, a former 
Navy flight surgeon during the Gulf War, 
who currently heads Kaiser Permanente’s 
Care Management Institute, an organiza-
tion dedicated to creating and supporting 
high quality care delivery programs. These 
new members will serve terms through 
September 2017.

“VA is incredibly excited about the fresh 
perspective these new members will bring 
to the RAC, and we will continue to invest 
in research to understand and treat Gulf 
War Veterans’ illnesses,” said Secretary 
McDonald.

VA will also begin a study to examine 
brain cancer in Gulf War Veterans. The 
formation of the study was prompted by a 
discussion between VA Secretary Robert 
A. McDonald and members of the RAC. 
The members expressed concerns over the 
possible association between exposure to 
chemical nerve agents and brain cancer in 
Gulf War Veterans.

“Formation of this workgroup of VA 
subject matter experts to study research 
literature on the incidence of brain can-
cer in Gulf War Veterans is the latest VA 
effort on their behalf,” said Secretary 
McDonald.

Some Veterans may have been exposed 
to chemical weapon agents during the 
demolition of the munitions depot in 
Khamisiyah, Iraq, in March 1991 after the 
Gulf War ceasefire. VA expects to com-
plete the brain cancer study by the spring.

The RAC was established by section 
104 of Public Law 105-368 to provide 
advice to VA on proposed research stud-
ies, research plans or research strategies 
relating to the health consequences of mil-
itary service in the Southwest Asia theater 
of operations during the 1990-1991 Gulf 
War (Operations Desert Shield and Desert 
Storm). The Committee periodically 
releases reports that summarize and make 
recommendations regarding research on 
the health of Gulf War Veterans.
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AMVETS Department of New York
Officers List 2014-2015

Commander 
James N. Benware (Post 8) 

P.O. Box 306 
Malone, NY 12953 

518-358-4126

1st Vice Commander 
Richard DeJesu (Post 88)

32 Marion Street
Oyster Bay, NY 11771

516-922-3283
Cell 516-220-9954

rd1amvet88@aol.com

2nd Vice Commander 
Dave Feary (Post 14)
42 Cambell Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14216

978-210-9798
dave.feary@watompkins.com

3rd Vice Commander
James Gardner (Post # 4)

609 N. Racquette River Road
Massena, NY 13662

315-764-9316
Jimmyg2@msn.com

Past Department Commander 
Steve Kazmierski (Post 45) 

52 Wren Avenue 
Lancaster, NY 14086 

716-390-1157

Finance Officer
 Jack Gray (Post 88)

2565 Natta Boulevard
Bellmore, NY 11710

516-987-2952
JJG847@aol.com

Judge Advocate
Martin Bugaj, PDC (Post 14)

43 Greene Street
Buffalo, NY 14202

716-572-2107

Provost Marshal 
George Stondell (Post #48)

6 Storm Drive
Holtsville, NY 11742 

Cell 631-255-1233
Home 631-654-5257

Ges242@optonline.net

Chaplain 
Hal Queyor (Post 8)

PO Box 478
1573 County Route 25

Malone, NY 12953

National Executive Committee
Frank Tuffarello (Post 88)

101 Unqua Road
Massapequa, NY 11578
Tuffy101@verizon.net

Alternate NEC
Jack Gray (Post 88)

2565 Natta Boulevard
Bellmore, NY 11710

516-987-2952
JJG847@aol.com

Executive Director
Richard Rossi (Post 88)

3087 Johnson Place
Wantagh, NY 11793 

516-312-2896
richross88@verizon.net

Convention Coordinator
Chuck Marsillo (Post 45)
S-3464 Bethford Drive

Blasdell, NY 14219 
716-812-9094

mchuck340@aol.com

Empire AMVET Editor
Harold Chapman (Post 48)

PO Box 2405
Ronkonkoma, NY 11779

631-588-3419 or 516-991-4121
hchappy@optonline.net

Legislative Chairman
R. Bob Becker, Jr.
6 Lent Ct., Apt. 5

Schenectady, NY 12306
518-428-7793

Saratoga Cemetery
“E J” Knapik, PDC (Post 35) 
357 Kings Road, Room 239

Schenectady, NY 12304 
518-399-3315

Public Relations Officer
Bob Nathan (Post 18)

32 Mystic Circle
Bay Shore NY 11706

Women’s Veterans’ Rep.
Debbie Ransom (Post 24)

46 Southampton St.
Buffalo NY 14209

JROTC/ROTR Chairman
Dave Feary (Post 14)
42 Cambell Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14216

716-874-2087
dave.feary@watompkins.com

Drug & Alcohol Chairman
Brent Morck (Post 18)

15 Hemlock Street
Islip, NY 11751
631-277-9842

Americanism Chairperson 
Jim Zaun

151 Penataquit Avenue
Bay Shore, NY 11706

Inspector General 
Mark Phillips

9098 State Highway 56
Norfolk, NY 13662

315-250-0047

National Service Director 
(Region 1)

Denise Bugaj (Post 14)
130 South Elmwood Avenue

Suite 623
Buffalo, NY 14202

716-857-3351
ambugad@vba.va.gov

National Service Office
(Buffalo)

William R. Siegel, NSO
VA Regional Office

130 S. Elmwood Ave., Suite 623
Buffalo, NY 14202

716-857 3350

National Service Office (NYC)
Alvin Cespedes, NSO
VA Regional Office

245 W. Houston Street
New York, NY 10014

212-807-3178
Fx. 212- 807-3179

AMVETS Auxiliary Liaison
Frank DeMarco (Post 18)

2 Harrison Street
Brentwood, NY 11717

631-273-4539 
frankdemo18@gmail.com

AMVETS Sons Liaison
Ron Tamburlin (Post 72)

90 Hedgegrove Dr.
Orchard Park, NY 14127

POW/MIA Rep. 
Joseph M. Ashman (Post 722)

36 Johnson Road
Binghamton, NY 13905

(607) 201-3890
joea607@gmail.com

AMVETS Auxiliary President 
Gloria Morck (Post 18) 

15 Hemlock Street 
Islip, NY 11751 
631-277-9842

AMVETS Auxiliary
Convention Chairlady

Mary Lanphere (Post 726)
4838 West Main Road
Fredonia, NY 14063

716-679-4580

AMVETS Dept. Secretary
Rose Mary Blachowski PDP

1171 Penora Street
Lancaster, NY 14043-4505

erbski@aol.com

AMVETS Sons Commander
Les Baker, Jr. (Post 1)

8525 Stewart Rd.
Friendship, NY 14739

AMVETS Riders President
Kevin Matteson (Post 409)

10251 Miller Rd
Fredonia, NY 14063

716-673-5651

SERVICE FOUNDATION
 OFFICERS

President
Frank DeMarco, PDC (Post 18)

2 Harrison Street
Brentwood, NY 11717

631-273-4539 
frankdemo18@gmail.com

Vice President
Marty Ashman (Post 722)

4 Miller Street
Binghamton, NY 13901

607-722-0675
mashman@binghamton.edu

Secretary 
Peter Bertrand (Post 19)

313 Proctor Avenue
Ogdensburg, NY 13669

315-393-9165
dingo@twcny.rr.com

or pbertlaptop@yahoo.com

Treasurer
Chuck Marsillo (Post 45) 
S-3464 Bethford Drive 

Blasdell, NY 14219 
716-812-9094 

mchuck340@aol.com

Trustee
Marty Ashman (Post 722)

4 Miller Street
Binghamton, NY 13901

607-722-0675 
mashman@binghamton.edu

Trustee 
James N. Benware (Post 8) 

PO Box 306 
Malone, NY 12953 

518-358-4126

Judge Advocate / Trustee
Martin Bugaj, PDC (Post 14)

43 Greene Street
Buffalo, NY 14202

716-572-2107

ZONE COMMANDERS

Zone 1 (Buffalo Region)
Chuck Marsillo (Post 45)
S-3464 Bethford Drive

Blasdell, NY 14219
716-812-9094 

mchuck340@aol.com

Zone 2 (Southern Tier)
Les Baker, Sr. (Post 1)

8525 Stewart Rd
Friendship, NY 14739

Zone 3 (North Country)
Harry Convertini (Post 4)

7 Garfield Street
Massena, NY 13662

315-769-5172

Zone 4 (Central)
Mark Jaycox

2209 Colgate Place
Schenectady, NY 12304

518-630-6203

Zone 5 (Staten Island)
Tom Abarno (Post 103)

P.O. Box 40501
Staten Island, NY 10304

718-496-1500

Zone 6 (NYC/Long Island)
John Massaro (Post 76)

341 Paumanake Ave.
West Islip, NY 11795  

631-903-4419

Zone 7 Eastern/Central 
Marty Ashman (Post 722) 

4 Miller Street 
Binghamton, NY 13901 

607-722-0675
mashman@binghamton.edu

VAVS REPRESENTATIVES

Northport VAMC
John Maxwell (Post 88)

26 Lewis Avenue
North Babylon, NY 11704

631-669-4606

St. Albans VAMC
Emery Perry (Post 1013)

114-69 227th Street
Cambria Heights, NY 11411

718-949-9366

Syracuse VAMC
John Fox (Post 384)

11005 Bardwells Mill Road
Remson, NY 13438
H: 315-831-5650 or

C: 315-272-9008

Brooklyn VAMC
George Dougherty (Post 103)

395 Riedel Avenue
Staten Island, NY 10306

718-351-8396

Albany VAMC
“E J” Knapik, PDC (Post 21) 

357 Kings Road
Room 239

Schenectady, NY 12304 
518-399-3315

Bronx VAMC
Marty DellAquila (Post 38)

35 Davenport Avenue
New Rochelle, NY 10805

718-822-2003

Bath VAMC
Les Baker, Sr. (Post 1)

8525 Stewart Rd
Friendship, NY 14739

Castle Point VAMC
Frank Aulicino (Post 40)

17 Field Crest Road
Tuckahoe, NY 10707

914-395-0222

Manhattan VAMC
TBA

Canandaigua VAMC
TBA

Batavia VAMC 
James Kemp (Post 1) 

7 Janice Drive 
Rochester, NY 14624 
jkemp@frontiernet.net

Montrose VAMC 
Chris Milano (Post 40)

Buffalo
Art Vanderbush (Post 45)
1187 Orchard Park Rd.

Buffalo NY 14224

GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE

Ron Faucher (Post 45)
198 Jefferson Ave.

Massena, NY 13662

Kevin Matteson (Post #409)
10251 Miller Rd

Fredonia, NY 14063
716-673-5651

Floyd Field (Post #282)
220 Pike Road

Canton, NY 
315-386-8974

FINANCE COMMITTEE
Jack Gray (Post 88) 

2565 Natta Boulevard 
Bellmore, NY 11710 

516-987-2952 
JJG847@aol.com

Hal Queyor (Post 8)
PO Box 281

Malone NY 12953
haladay@hotmail.com 

Marty Ashman (Post 722) 
4 Miller Street 

Binghamton, NY 13901 
607-722-0675 

mashman@binghamton.edu

LONG RANGE & WAYS/
MEANS COMMITTEE
Joseph Jastry (Post 219) 
57 Waterview Parkway 
Hamburg, NY 14075 

716-627-3658

Marty Ashman (Post 722)
4 Miller Street

Binghamton, NY 13901
607-722-0675

Chuck Marsillo (Post 45) 
S-3464 Bethford Drive 

Blasdell, NY 14219 
716-812-9094

Updates
New York State 

Department Officers
Post Addresses

If there are any corrections or 
updates to the Department Officers 

information on this page or 
Post Addresses on (pgs. 30-31), 

please forward to the Exec. 
Director.

Mail to: Rich Rossi
PO Box 7037 

Wantagh, NY 11793
Phone: 516-312-2896 or 
richross88@verizon.net
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On Friday, October 3rd, Commander Jim Benware opened the meeting at 2 p.m. The 
Finance Committee and the Service Foundation held Round Table Meetings.

On Saturday, October 4th, Commander Benware opened the meeting at 10 a.m. 
Chaplain Hal Queyor gave the Invocation and Provost Marshall George Stondell led 
us in the Pledge of Allegiance. Commander Benware read the Preamble and Executive 
Director Rich Rossi conducted the Roll Call of Posts and Officers.

Our Guest Speaker was Dr. Bruce Nelson, the Chief Mental Health Officer from the 
VA. Dr. Nelson gave a lengthy speech regarding Post Dramatic Stress Disorder and 
discussed and answered questions regarding mental health issues that affect Veterans.

Commander Jim Benware: The Commander introduced his Executive Board 
and his new Legislative Chairman Bob Becker . The Commander’s report was in 
the book. He informed the membership of his travels since the last meeting and stated 
that his platform this year was PTSD. He stated that he was in the process of rezoning 
the Department.

First Vice Rich DeJesu: Rich’s report was in the book. He stated that he sent a 
letter to 1,109 MALs trying to get them to join Posts in their area. He gave a Finance 
Report on the Basket of Cheer, stating we made a profit of $314 and thanked Phil Levy 
for his assistance.

Second Vice Dave Feary: Dave stated that he was starting a 6-month lottery and 
asked the members for a motion to give him permission to open a checking account.

Third Vice Jim Gardner: Jim’s report was in the book. He stated that 14 of 79 
Posts were now reporting online and offered to show the members how easy it was to 
do. The body was informed that VA attendance was not part of program reporting. He 
then gave Jack Maxwell’s VAVS report, which was in the book.

Finance Officer Jack Gray: Jack’s report was in the book and Jack highlighted 
some important issues. He stated that we had an independent audit and we were in 
compliance with all state requirements. He spoke about the budget and stated that he 
increased the budget from $4,000 to $8,000 for Special projects, because we now had 
extra income from the two Solicitors. He talked about the new calendar books and the 
200 Club. He said there were 28 Delegates at the National Convention and a motion 
was made and passed to give $500 to the 21 Delegates who were not reimbursed for 
their attendance. Marty Ashman gave the Financial Report for the Hospitality Room 
at the National Convention. There was $600 left over, which was given to the First 
District for next year’s Hospitality Room.

Madam President Gloria Morck came into the meeting thanked the AMVETS. 
Gloria’s platform for the year will be the Hungry Heroes program.

Provost Marshall George Stondell: George proposed that we get new flagpoles. 
He will give us a price at the next SEC. The last 50/50 was $260. $130 to the winner 
who was Ed Kelly, excepting for Frank DeMarco.

Judge Advocate Marty Bugai: Marty’s report was not in the book. Marty 
thanked everyone for their prayers and get-well cards for his wife Denise. He informed 
the members that all the officers in Post 409 have resigned and they are not having 
meetings. The Post charter was suspended and Marty explained the Bylaws to Kevin 
Matteson of Post 409, the procedure that his Post has to follow in order to get the Post 
back on its feet.

NEC/Alt Jack Gray: Jack’s report was not in the book. He informed the members 
that there are Service Officers in 40 Departments. He spoke about resolutions and 
amendments and informed the members who was elected to National Positions.

Service Foundation: Frank Demarco’s report was in the book. He spoke about 
Scholarships and stated that he had the applications. He said the Foundation gave out 
$18,000 to the 13 out of 14 grants that were approved. He stated that the LI Store was 
not doing well. He then introduced his Board. Steve Kazmierski spoke about Grants 
and stated that he was trying to put a copy of the grants on the Website. Marty Ashman 
spoke about VAVS and stated that he wants all reports that are sent to Jack Maxwell to 
be sent to him as well. Chuck Marsillo gave the Finance Report.

Executive Director Rich Rossi: Rich’s report was in the book. Rich spoke about 
the stickers that are going to be put on Members’ cards showing that they renewed. He 
informed the Members that there was a sample letter regarding the stickers in the book. 
Rich then explained the Finances of the Hospitality room and asked for donations.

Empire AMVET Editor Harold Chapman: Harold’s report was in the book. 
He said that very few Posts put articles in the paper. He said the deadline for the next 
paper is 12-31-2014.

Legislative Chairman Bob Becker: Bob stated that the Agent Orange Extender 
extends the date for filing a suit against the Agent Orange Producer to June 15, 
2016. He spoke about homeless vets and stated that the Division of Veterans Affairs 
is required to determine the number of homeless people who are vets. He also spoke 
about Military Sexual Trauma and Veterans’ related legislation. Bob had an extensive 
written report that was on the table. He gave the address of his predecessor: “E J” 
Knapik, 357 Kings Rd., Rm. 239, Schenectady, NY 12304. Phone: 518.347.2121.

Drug and Alcohol Chairman Brent Morck: Brent’s report was in the book. He 
elaborated on a new drug approved by the FDA that will discourage drug abuse by pain 
killer addicts. Brent also gave the Americanism Report for Jim Zaun, who was excused. 
Brent reported on the essay contest and stated that the deadline was May 1, 2015.

PRO Bob Nathan: Bob’s report was in the book.
ROTC Dave Feary: Dave stated that 45 awards were given out.
Inspector General Mark Phillips: Mark reported that he responded to Post 

19 to officiate at the required re-election. Tom Murray was elected and installed as 
Commander.

Sons Coordinator Ron Tamberlin: Ron stated that the Sons requested that we 
start our meetings at the same time as the Ladies and Sons. 

VAVS Bath Les Baker: Les’s report was not in the book. He reported on the 
number of volunteer hours and stated that his report will be in the book in the future.

VAVS Brooklyn George Doughtery: George’s report was in the book and he 
reported the cost of volunteer hours.

VAVS Batavia Jim Kemp: Jim’s report was not in the book. He stated that 
everything was OK in Bath and that he visits the Hospital every Tuesday.

VAVS Buffalo Art Vanderbush: Art’s report was not in the book. His report was 
given detailing hours and cost of volunteer hours.

VAVS St . Albans Emory Perry: Emory’s report was in the book. He reported on 
the number of volunteers and the cost of hours. He also gave a list of all the dates in 
2015 that his volunteers would be going to St. Albans Hospital.

Zone Two Commander Les Baker: Les gave a report detailing all the Posts that 
he visited. He also stated that he handed in all his signed visitation logs.

Zone Three Commander Harry Convertini: Harry elaborated on his visit to 
Post 19 with Mark Phillips.

Zone Five Commander Tom Abarno: Tom’s report was in the book and he asked 
for its adoption.

Zone Six Commander John Massaro: John’s report was in the book. John 
reported on the number of Posts he visited. He stated that all LI Posts are revalidated, 
that Gibson Streets name was changed to AMVET WAY and a new Sons Squadron 
was chartered at Post 76.

New Business: A motion was made and passed to keep the AMVET meeting time at 
10 a.m. A lengthy discussion was had regarding the Freedoms Foundation and that we 
should try and send more kids this year. A request was made to the Foundation to pay 
the additional cost if we have to send our own chaperone. Harold Chapman states that 
National frowns on departments sending chaperones because there is no room for them.

Good and Welfare: It was asked by Jim Owens, Post 88, to keep Frank Tuffariello 
in your prayers and indicated that Frank was doing a lot better. Post 111 came in First 
Place in the national Newsletter contest.

The Meeting was adjourned.

Minutes of AMVETS Department of New York
State Executive Committee Meeting

Binghamton, New York  •  October 3rd & 4th, 2014

“E J” Knapik
Knapik, “E J”; LMNY 0021-0035; PO 

45-47 USN: Honor serving on the USS Miami 
CL-89. Served as AMVETS State Commander 
1983-84. In 2007 received the National VAVS 
Leadership Award for spearheading and jump 
starting, raising $50,000 funds for Hospice 
rooms at the Albany VA, where a plaque 
says by AMVETS. I have volunteered at the 
Albany VA for over 50 years. In 2009 received 
the National AMVET of the year-the Silver 
Helmet, the Veterans ‘OSCAR.’ I served as 
an AMVETS State Legislative Officer for 42 

years. At the Saratoga National VA Cemetery 
Support Group serving as a Trustee from the 
start of 1996 to the present and was on a com-
mittee before they bought the land. Served on 
the Board of GE Retirees Association for many 
years. Schenectady County Senior of the year. 
The NY State Senate honored me in 2014 with 
the State of New York Legislative Resolution 
with many. Whereas, the Veteran’s Day 2013, 
I received the City of Amsterdam Veteran 
Service Medal and was honored as the Grand 
Marshal in the Amsterdam and Schenectady 
Veteran’s Day parades. VAVS Representative 

at the Albany VA for 42 years. I am serving 
my 17th year as the faithful navigator of the 
Lt. Gov. Thomas W. Wallace Assembly 0708 in 
Schenectady, NY.

Mark W . Knecht
I was honorably discharged from the U.S. 

Army in 1979. I am second Vice in our 
AMVETS. I am an Associate Member of 
the Marines Corp League Department 881. 
I also work with our incarcerated vets with 
our correctional institution, involved in prison 

Taken from the 2014 Membership Album: 70-years Strong

Duty, Honor, Country and 
Community. I am proud to 
be an associate member 
of Marine Corps League, 
picture says it all.—Continued on Pg. 6
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On December 10, 2014 at 2 p.m., the Stratton VA Medi-
cal Center, which is located in the Capital Center, gave the 
Voluntary Service 200 30-minute telephone cards to be used 
by the patients to call their families and friends. Due to the 
bad snowstorm, only one AMVETS Post was able to make 
the trip. “E J” Knapik, Past State Commander, VAVS repre-
sentative for the Capital District and Carl Petrone, the VAVS 
Deputy, represented post 35.

On December 18, 2014 at 10:30 a.m., Post 35 handed out 
Holiday Cards to patients at the VA that were made by area 
grade school students.

(L-R:) Carl Petrone, James J. Keller and “E J” Knapik. “E J” and Carl are both 
members of Rotterdam AMVETS Post 35. Post 175 from Schoharie County, Post 797 
from Nassau and Post 2004 from Green County were absent due to the bad weather.

Photo submitted by: James J. Keller, Jr., Voluntary Services Officer
Stratton VA Medical Center
113 Holland Avenue (135), Albany, NY 12208-3410
518-626-5506 (office) / 518-626-5511 (fax)
james.keller2@va.gov / http://www.albany.va.gov/giving

AMVETS DEPARTMENT OF 
NEW YORK SERVICE FOUNDATION

The following is a quick reference guide for submitting grant requests to the 
AMVETS New York State Service Foundation. All submissions are thoroughly 
reviewed by the members of the Foundation. All documentation and procedures are 
solely the responsibility of the submitting Post. Remember that this is only a guide.

AMVETS New York State Service Foundation reserves the right to:
• Refuse or deny any submission.
• Increase or Decrease the amount of the submitted grant.
• Send any request back for clarification or more documentation.
• Change any and all criteria listed in this Guide.

Criteria for submitting a grant request:
• Any Post submitting a Grant request must be a member of the Department of New York.
• Post must be Chartered and in good standing.
• Post must be present for 1 (one) Department of New York S.E.C. or Department 
 Convention per year.
• Post must report online on the AMVETS National website the programs their Post 
 is participating in.
• Grant submissions must be received by the Foundation member in charge 3 (three 
 weeks prior to scheduled meeting. Any grant received after that date will not be 
 opened and returned to the submitter. Letters Postmarked on that date will be 
 returned.  S.E.C. meetings start on Friday, Department Convention starts on Thurday.
 Meeting dates are subject to change.
• AMVETS New York State Service Foundation only reviews Grant requests for 
 sposorship of basic hospitalized and nursing home Veterans that can use assistance
 and Active Duty Military personnel. 
• AMVETS Department of New York Service Foundation will not accept Grant 
 requests for Donations. A Post can donate to any person, charity or cause that it wants
 to, but it will remain a Post donation.
• Grant requests for programs older than 1 (one) year from the date of the meeting that
 the request is voted on will not be accepted.
• All Grant requests must be submitted on a cover sheet with Post letterhead.
 Coversheet must have a brief description of the Grant request including total monies
 spent and signatures from the Post Commander and the member in charge of the 
 program submitted for.
• Grant request must include COPIES of all receipts related to said program. Multiple
 receipts copied on a single sheet are allowed.
• Receipts must be clearly legible.  Any receipt that has been “touched up” with a pen,
 pencil or marker will be disqualified.
• Any money paid out for taxes will be disqualified.
• Any money paid out for tips will be disqualified.

AMVETS New York State Service Foundation will not accept Grant submissions for:
• Any program already sponsored by the Foundation. The Foundation gives a com- 
 plete report at all meetings of all Grant requests and Programs it is funding. If you
 do not attend any of these meetings, don’t say you didn’t know the Foundation was 
sponsoring a certain program.
• Flags. If you need small Flags for parades and ceremonies please contact your local
 County representative. Many Counties in New York State supply Flags to Veterans
 organizations. If they cannot help you, please contact the Foundation President. He
 may be able to supply you with Flags at a lower cost.
• Post Buildings. The Foundation will not approve any Grant request for upkeep, repair
 or purchasing of Post property.
• Hotel stays, car rental, gas and mileage to and from any event, storage rental and 
 meals for Volunteers are not admissible.  
•  Members at Large (M.A.L.) are not eligible for any Grant submission.If you are in
 need of Undergarments or clothes for your local V.A. Hospital, please contact your
 local VAVS Representative.

If your Post is purchasing any clothing item for Veterans, please check with the 
 Foundation President BEFORE you purchase them. He may be able to supply them 
 at a lower cost.

If you have a question on anything in this guide, please contact a member of the 
Service Foundation.  We are here to help you and work with you.
All officers contact information is listed in the Empire AMVET newspaper.

fellowship for over 20 years. For fam-
ily I have my mother and my sister. My 
dad is deceased; my brother-in-law has 
a business called the Country Purchaser. 
We had picnic and family reunions at my 
uncle and aunt’s house. The house was 
built in 1910 and it burnt to the ground a 
couple of years ago. I do a lot of advocacy 
work for veterans and people with dis-
abilities. I brought trees at the Elks Lodge 
and gave a memorial in memory of Jeff 
Bucheuser. He was a Marine. I do water 
aerobics at a REC Center and also body 
building. I am also a chef and baker. I am 
Chaplin in our DAV Chapter.

Frederick E . Knier, Jr . - no photo
Holder of 10 United States patients.

Ronald Lee Knock
Military Police, Fort McClellan
Photo: Lee Knock

Donald McKinley Knode
After the Korean War, I came home and 
in 1957 got married and raised 4 wonder-
ful children. My wife and I also have 7 
grandchildren and 2 great grandsons. I 
retired in 1987 and worked part time until 
1996 before retiring for good and enjoy-
ing life with my family. My wife and I 
celebrated 57 years of marriage this year. 
Life certainly has been good.

Continued from Pg. 5

NEW WEBSITE FOR VETERANS
The Institute of Medicine (IOM) has created a new Web site with infor-
mation about a variety of military-related health issues. The Web site, at 
http://veterans.iom.edu/, has separate sections for health care issues 
affecting the last four major military conflicts: World War II, the Korean 
War, the Vietnam War and the Gulf War. Other sections list IOM’s com-
pleted reports and reports in progress, while another area contains stud-
ies about chemical and biological agents suspected of causing health 
problems for military members. There is also a section with reports and 
information about deployment health.

“E J” Knapik, PSC

Dave in 1950 during Korean War
Photo: Dave in 1950
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Post News
Statewide

Post 1
Cuba

Post 8
Malone

Proclamation - Village of Cuba, New York
Whereas, thousands of veterans of America’s Armed Forces have served this 
nation in times of peace and war and, in so doing have thereby assured the 
safety and prosperity of all Americans; and
Whereas, annually more than a million veterans nationwide enter Department 
of Veterans Affairs medical facilities for medical care; and
Whereas, these hospitalized veterans, who yet bear the physical and emo-
tional scars of war, have most surely earned our gratitude for the many per-
sonal sacrifices they have made on our behalf; and
Whereas, the veterans organization, which is proudly known to our community 
as AMVETS, generously contributes time and effort to the welfare of all veter-
ans and urges all Americans to remember these hospitalized men and women 
on this day and throughout the year; and
Therefore be it resolved, that I, Thomas Taylor, Mayor of the Village of Cuba, 
New York and the county of Allegany, do hereby proclaim April 2, 2014 as 
“Because We Care” Day.

Thomas Taylor, Mayor

Amvets plan 
“Because We 

Care” Day
—from the Cuba Patriot newspaper

CUBA—Amvets Post #1 of Cuba has 
designated April 2nd as “Because We 
Care” Day. In honor of that, they will be 
distributing personal hygiene kits to their 
comrades at the Bath VA medical center 
on that day.

Les Baker, commander of the Cuba 
post, said, “Because We Care Day is our 
way of saying thanks for the veterans’ 
service and sacrifices made to keep this 
country free.” He added that they also 

host several other community programs 
including an annual chicken barbecue for 
the veterans at the Bath medical center.
Since 1944 Amvets has been a leader 
in preserving the freedoms secured by 
America’s armed forces. They provide 
support for veterans and active military; 
they also provide community services 
that enhance the quality of life for all citi-
zens. They are the nation’s fourth largest 
veterans service organization and provide 
nearly 150,000 hours of service annually 
at VA medical centers across the country.
In honor of this day of service, Cuba 
Mayor, Tom Taylor, will issue a procla-
mation declaring April 2nd as “Because 
We Care” Day in Cuba.

Yours in AMVETS,
Lester L . Baker, Sr .
VAVS Rep . Bath
Zone 2 Commander

(Left to right): Ken Piazza, Associate 
Director Bath VA Medical Center; Les 
Baker, Cuba Post 1 American Veterans 
Commander; and Mike Swartz, Director 
Bath VA Medical Center.

Cuba Post 1 American Veterans 
AMVETS and American Veterans 
Auxiliary members handed out personal 
care kits to Veterans at Bath VA. (Back 
left to right): Les Baker, Commander; 
Aren Erdoiza-Schank; and Albert 
Merrill. (Front left to right): Amalia 
Pellon and Candace Clemens, AMVETS 
Auxiliary Representatives.

As summer has come to an end and winter is here it is time to look back at how busy 
our Post has been. Our ball games five nights a week and busy bar, catered parties and 
hall rentals have kept the bartender very busy. Now that winter is here our dart games 
and community pool league, along with games of chance, pull tabs, quick draw and 
Queen of Hearts will assist in playing the fuel bills.

Veterans and community people come to the club to enjoy an excellent dinner every 
Sunday. Post members were proud to march in the Veteran’s Day Parade on Main Street 
with other American Legion and VFW members, with a wonderful ceremony at the 
Veterans Park in the center of our colorful little village. After the ceremony, several 
of the members visited the veterans in all the nursing homes and hospital bringing 
gifts and sharing stories, hugs and letting them know they will never be forgotten. The 
members invited all veterans to come visit our post for a free Sunday dinner, and many 
came to enjoy a steak dinner and visiting with old friends.

Our member Christmas Dinner Party was held in early December, with a variety of 
Christmas music and country songs, which were enjoyed by our members and friends. 
Community members were invited to join in the festivities after dinner to enjoy the 
music for the evening. The children’s Christmas Party is shared with the community 
children, with all children receiving gifts from Santa and Mrs. Claus. The children 
also enjoyed a magic show and visiting with Belly Buttons the Clown and Clown Mr. 
Herdman. The party brought out the wonder of a child out in everyone.

Many thanks to Don and Kathy Grogan for Christmas shopping for all our veterans 
in our local nursing home, as our veterans enjoy our visits as well as the gifts we bring. 
Each veteran received a gift of their  choice with a hand knitted lap blanket made by 
post Auxiliary member Jean Ashlaw. Auxiliary members have been busy wrapping the 
gifts. Post members traveled to all the nursing homes bringing each veteran their gifts 
and hand knitted blankets, sharing handshakes, hugs and thanks for their great service 
to our country.

Now it is time to plan for our amazing, festive New Year’s Eve Party, sharing live 
band music and a great time with members and guests from our community.

Yours in Amvets,
Jim Benware-Commander

Community pool games every Tuesday 
night at the Post.

(From left): Sons Commander Lee 
Smith, Sons Adjutant Ben Bashaw, 
AMVETS member Dan Beedy, 2nd Vice 
Dick Jones, Adjutant Bruce Allen and 
Ed Tatro.

(From left): Betty Trombley, Kathy 
Grogen, Linda Jessy, Jackie Rowe, Gay 
Tatro, Ed Tatro and AMVET members 
look on, deciding on a name for the baby.

Ben Bashaw and Dick Jones promoting 
AMVETS at a Family Fun Fall Festival.

—Post 8, continued on Pg. 8

Sunday dinner workers

Auxiliary members
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(From left): Adjutant Ben Bashaw, Rider’s Presient 
Ron Marshall and others mentioned in another photo.

The event was organized by Don and Kathy Grogan, 3rd and 4th from left.

(Back row from left): Linda Jessy, Don Grogan, 
Wes Reynolds, Shirley, Donnamae McGibbon, Kathy 
Grogan and Betty Trombley.

Post Commander Jim Benware enjoys Sunday night 
dinner with his son, Mike and community friends.

Auxiliary members (I believe) getting ready to sing 
Christmas Carols.

Auxiliary members from left: Ann Supernant, Sue 
Tupia, Margaret Lancto, Kathy Grogan, Joan McClain, 
Donna Smith and Linda Jessy serves cookies, candy 
and drinks at the Children’s Christmas Party.

Son’s member Tim Connors and wife, Sheila Conners 
as Mr. & Mrs. Santa Claus share some Christmas 
wishes from the little girls, along with many other 
children.

Members prepare gifts for veterans in nursing homes.

(From left): Jim Benware, Betty Trombley, Kathy and 
Don Grogan, Dick Jones, Cameron Herdman, West 
Reynolds and Shirley Boyea.

—Post 8, continued from Pg. 7

Rider’s first organizational meeting

Members enjoy a few drinks .

Members visit veterans at 
4 nursing homes, bringing gifts .

Notice Wes Reynolds (front left). He is no longer 92, I 
think he’s 62.

Saturday night square dancing with 
community friends .

AMVETS members visit veterans on Veterans Day and bring gifts .

visit department web site: www.nyamvets.org
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Post 18
East Islip

3rd Vice and Americanism Officer Carmine Rozzo with Mia, Rianna and Ava at the 
Memorial Day Services.

Commander Bernie Phalen and 1st Vice John Rossetti with members at the 
Memorial Day Services.

Commander Bernie Phalen, 3rd Vice 
Carmine Rozzo and Provost Marshall 
Bob Uebel at the Memorial Day Services.

Post 18 members with Commander Bernie at the Dropping of Roses Ceremony. Commander Bernie and members of Post #18 toasting deceased members.

Five new members of #18 being installed at New Year’s Eve dinner dance. Commander and Mrs. Bernie Phalen with Post 18 members welcoming in the New Year.

Oldies Night Dance  (Back Row:)-Carol, 
Tom, Paul and Johanna. (Front row:)-
Blanch and Marge. After Scholarship Ceremony party.

Commander Bernie Phalen and 1st Vice 
John Rossetti swearing in two new mem-
bers.

—Post 18 continued on Pg. 10
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Post #18 members and women’s Auxiliary celebrating Veterans Day .

Commander Bernie Phalen, NYS 
Auxiliary President Gloria Morck and 
Betty Beiner awarding two scholarships.

President Virginia Valverde with Blanche 
Rossetti and Marie Janetti.

Grandaughter of 1st Vice John Rossetti 
honored veterans by playing patriotic 
piece.

Grandaughters of 1st Vice John Rosetti, 
Mia and Ava, enjoying Auxiliary 
Christmas Party.

Treasurer Bob Marino and helper, Clare 
Epp, giving out gifts. Santa and Ava talking about her gifts.

Secretary Barbara Chapman and 
grandaughter Morgan enjoying face and 
hand painting.

2nd Vice Barbara Leddy with our own 
Frosty.

Carmen Naccarto donating blood at 
Blood Drive.

Post #18 Auxiliary Ladies named Auxiliary of the Year. Virginia Valverde being installed as Auxiliary #18 President.

Auxiliary Department President Gloria 
Morck also donating blood.

(R-L:)-Commander Bernie Phalen, Virginia 
Valverde and 2nd Vice Carmine Rozzo.

—Post 18, continued from Pg. 9

Our own Santa

Veteran Day Speeches
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Post 24
Buffalo

AMVETS Post Members 
Part of WWII 

Recognition Dinner
Post members Debbera M. Ransom, 

Sherman Chao and William Yates were 
part of the Strength and Honor com-
mittee to celebrate the courage of our 
WWII heroes at the Adams Mark Hotel 
on November 8, 2014.

Turkey Deliveries 
for Veterans 

Thanksgiving Meals
On November 24, 2014 Post Commander 

Debbera M. Ransom and 2nd Vice 
Commander William Yates made personal 
deliveries of Thanksgiving Day turkeys to 
needy veterans donated from the group 
Veterans Voices.

Christmas Gift Deliveries by 
AMVETS Career Center Veterans
On December 23, 2014 AMVETS Career Center Team 
Leader Jessie Givens and AMVETS Career Center 
member Veronica Johnson delivered Christmas gifts 
to needy veteran families that were adopted with the 
assistance of the Response to Love Center.

Free Haircuts for Veterans
As an Eagle Scout project, Justin of Troop 139 

offered veterans the opportunity to get a free hair-
cut. Among the veterans that Commander Ransom 
brought together, Hamilton Plummer had his photo 
taken by the Buffalo newspaper. He posed proudly 
with his picture and post members.

Photo by Commander Ransom.

Photo: Some of the Post members and guests in the Chapel
(L-R:) Post Chaplin LaShandra Leonard, John Hart, Phobie Davis, Veronica 
Johnson, female guest, Paul Kinsey and Debbera Ransom. (L-R-Second row:) 
Chanthini Taylor-Dixon, Sherman Chao, Diane Montes; (L-R-Third Row:) Cary 
Dixon, William Yates and Darvin Adams.

National Wreaths 
Across America Day Ceremony 2014

The National Wreaths Across America Day ceremony was presented by the Johnetta 
R. Cole AMVETS Post No. 24 and hosted by the Mount Calvary Cemetery Group on 
the grounds of the Pine Lawn Cemetery December 13, 2014.

The 2014 theme was “Don’t Say I Should Have. Say I Did.” There was a welcome 
from the Cemetery President Jeffery Reed, solo presentations from songstress Phobie 
Davis and Sister Johnice, along with reflections from a Gold Star Mother and various 
Veteran Organizations representatives. Wreaths were laid to represent veterans from 
each branch of the military.

National 
POW/MIA 

Recognition Day
The Johnetta R. Cole 

AMVETS Post No. 24 displayed 
its POW/MIA Recognition Day 
Educational Traveling Exhibit, 
complete with a POW/MIA table 
in the Main Lobby of City Hall 
on September 15-19, 2014, dur-
ing regular business hours. On 
September 19, 2014 the post 
had an information and discus-
sion session that was held in the 
Frank E. Merriweather, Jr. Branch 
Library auditorium. Commander 
Debbera M. Ransom spearheaded 
both the exhibit and the informa-
tion and discussion session.

Donations for Veterans
Commander Debbera M. Ransom and 1st Vice Commander Veronica Johnson 

made deliveries of donated clothes and furnishings to area veterans and their families 
throughout the months of September, October and November of 2014.

—Post 24, continued on Pg. 12
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Albert Lewis, hospice patient and 
member of Post 24 married his long-time 
love of 17-years, Dorothy Lissmore, on 
November 1, 2014 at the VA Medical 
Center’s Chapel and later had a wedding 
reception in Freedom Hall in the presence 

of family and friends. With Post Member 
Lewis undergoing stage-4 cancer treat-
ments, there was an outpouring of assis-
tance to make sure this wedding was a 
success. Many of the volunteers never 
even met the couple.

Post Commander Debbera M. Ransom 
spearheaded the event with the assistance 
of 1st Vice Commander Veronica Johnson 
and other post members.

Various organizations generously pro-
vided for the wedding with the follow-
ing: The Bride’s Wedding Gown, the 
Groom’s Military Uniform, the Wedding 
Cake, all the wedding decorations, music, 
refreshments, etc. Brides Maids were also 
provided. VA Chaplin Benita Hairston 
performed the wedding ceremony.

Photo by Robert Kirkham/Buffalo News

Career Center Opens to Service Veterans
On Veteran’s Day November 11, 2014 at 10:00am the Johnetta R. Cole AMVETS 
Post No. 24 had a Grand Opening for the new AMVETS Post 24 Career Center 
located in the Response to Love Center at 130 Kosciuszko Street not far from the 
Broadway Market. Services provided are effective resume writing, coaching (to help 
improve interviewing skills, transition strategies from military to civilian life, career 
assessment, employment search, etc. The hours of operation are 10:00am-12:00pm 
Tues., Wed. and Thurs. The Career Center team can be contacted at by calling: (716) 
894-7030 ext. 109 or Email: Amvetspost24careercenter@gmail.com. No appointment 
necessary. Walk-ins are welcome.

AMVETS Career Center  From (L-R:) Debbera M. Ransom, founding commander 
Johnetta R. Cole AMVETS Post 24 and Ladies Auxiliary; William Bruce Yates, 2nd 
Vice Commander/public relations; Staff Sergeant Chanthini Taylor-Dixon, reserv-
ist and AMVETS Post 24 Adjutant; Kevin Matteson, President of AMVETS Riders 
Dept. of NY; Lisa Matteson, Secretary for Dept. of NY AMVETS Riders; Jerry C. 
Bowman, Vietnam veteran, member of Post 24, Career Center member; Rashid 
Faruq, veteran; Veronica Johnson, 1st Vice Commander Post 24; and Career Center 
member; and Jessie Givens, team leader for AMVETS Career Center Post 24. 
Photo by Steven Kroczynski/The Am-Pol Eagle.

October Post Meeting With Halloween Flair
AMVETS Post 24 held their Post meeting with a Halloween flair on October 14, 2014. 

(L-R:) William Yates, Sherman Chao, Veronica Johnson, Hamilton Plummer, 
William Webb, LaShandra Leonard and Commander Debbera M. Ransom (not 
shown).

Pearl Harbor 
Remembrance Day Exhibit

Students of the Council for 
Unity After-School Program
Westminster Community Charter 
School Honors Veterans

Veterans were honored at the 
Westminster Charter School on 
December 4, 2014. Veterans spoke about 
their service in the military and the 
students would speak about what they 
learned about each veteran. There was a 
program that included the escorting of 
veterans into the cafeteria for the meal, a 
short program and the veterans receiving 
a Certificate of Appreciation from the 
students for their service. Some of the 
other veteran post members participating, 
but not shown are: Debbera M. Ransom, 
William Yates and Jerry Bowman.

Veronica Johnson with Westminster students

Veterans Day 
Traveling Exhibit

A Veterans Day Educational Traveling 
Exhibit was on display in the Main 
Lobby of City Hall, November 3-7, 2014. 
The exhibit was the brainchild of Post 
1st Vice Commander Veronica Johnson, 
which focused on celebrities that served 
our country in the military.

Wedding of Post Member to His 
Long-time Sweetheart

Female WWII Hero 
Finally Receives Her 

Wartime Medals

—Post 24, continued from Pg. 1

Mrs. Indiana Hunt Martin at age 92 
received the wartime medals she earned, 
but hadn’t received in nearly 70 years, 
with the assistance of Congressman Brian 
Higgins Office and his staff on November 
6, 2014.

Those medals were the Woman’s Army 
Corps Service Medal, European-African-
Middle Eastern Campaign Medal and the 
World War II Victory Medal. Mrs. Martin 
is one of the famous 6888th Central 
Postal Battalion, an 855 all Black Female 
Battalion stationed in Europe. AMVETS 
Medallion Post 13 hosted the medal receiv-
ing ceremony under the leadership of Post 
Commander William A. Hartzell, music 
was provided by Past Post Commander 
David Hoock, with accompanying Soloist 
Phobie Davis and Bulging was provided 
by William Miles AMVETS Son.

On December 1-5, 2014 the Johnetta R. 
Cole AMVETS Post 24 put on a Pearl 
Harbor Remembrance Day display in the 
main lobby of City Hall, which focused 
on the contributions of Dorie Miller, an 
African American Navy hero and the con-
tributions of other minority soldiers such 
as the Native American and Puerto Rican 
heroes during Pearl Harbor.

Vets (front center helping carry a TV tube) 
participating in Electronic Recyling Day at 
the VA Hospital with other vets.

Post Historian Sherman Chao at Adams 
Mark Hotel with WWII Challenge Coin

Post Adjutant Chiathini Taylor Dixon hug-
ging Santa at VA Hospital
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On Veterans Day, Nov. 
11th, the Hank Nowak Post 
#45 honored our Veterans 
with a Ceremony, led by 
our Commander Rigola, 
followed by a reception for 
our members. In addition, 
honoree guest Mrs. Emily 
Nowak Budny presented 
the Post a photo of Sgt. 

Hank Nowak and his mother Victoria. The photo will 
be added to the Post #45 Honor Room.

 “Snovember,” a winter Snow Storm to remember, hit 
South Buffalo and the Orchard Park area on Nov. 18th 

with over 7’ of snow and trapped everyone for 3-5 days. 
The Post was closed for a week with little damage.

Upcoming Events and Post Meetings!
We awarded one of our early annual renewal members a Lifetime 

membership to AMVETS . Congratulations to Alan Majewski .

The Queen of Hearts winner of $4,046 was G . Maiola .

Our Sons Squad will be raffling off Hams for Easter;
tickets are at the Bar .

Our Annual Valentine Steak Dinner & Dance
Saturday, Feb . 14th, 4PM .

Pre-Sale only Tickets available at the Bar .

ERIE COUNTY COUNCIL of AMVETS
 “BEER and VODKA” Night
March 15th 7PM at Post #45

To Support your Erie County Fair – Veterans Day Parade and Tent!

For Official Information on Post Weather Closings – watch WGRZ 
Channel 2 News for Hank Nowak AMVETS Post #45 Closing!

Post 45
Orchard Park

Sgt. Hank Nowak, KIA 
January 1, 1945 WNY

Pre-Turkey Party with the Alibi Pass 
Band

Hank Nowak AMVETS Post #45 Honors Our Veterans (top center caption)
Veterans Day Celebration at AMVETS Post #45

Buffalo VA Hospital Christmas Troop Visit (top)
Paul, Elf Art, Jim, Santa Mike, Bingo Master Vic, Dennis, Commander Carmela, 
Don and Dennis

Sgt. Hank Nowak, 
Sister Emily and 
mother Victoria

Iraq/Afghanistan Memorial Dedication

Our Post Commander Carmela Rigola(ski)

Children’s Christmas Party with Mr. & 
Mrs. Santa Claus

The biggest party day of the year was held on Nov. 26th with our Pre-Turkey Party 
with the “Alibi Pass Band.” Many more bands, parties and events have been held at 
your Post.

At our December 9th monthly visit to the Buffalo VA Hospital, we entertained our 
Veterans with Bingo and refreshments. We brought a special guest, Santa Claus, to 
meet and greet our veterans. VAVS Rep. Art Vanderbush passed out phone calling 
cards for our Vets to stay in touch with loved ones during the Holidays.

The Post celebrated the Holidays on Dec. 13th with a Kids Christmas Party with 
Santa and a gift for each child. It was followed by an Adult Christmas Party that eve-
ning, with a band, food & cheers for all of our members to meet and share.

January 1st is more than just a New Year at Post #45. It is why We are here and what 
We do. On January 1, 1945, 70 years ago at age 26, Sgt. Hank Nowak was killed in 
action during the Battle of the Bulge WWII. Since March 17, 1957, the AMVETS 
Hank Nowak Post #45 has remembered his sacrifice and the contribution of every 
Service Member past and present.

Buffalo and Western New York Veterans added a new Veterans Memorial, dedicated 
on Sept. 13th for our 54 WNY Iraq/Afghanistan Service Members KIA and all I/A 
Vets! It is located at the Naval and Military Park on the Buffalo downtown Waterfront. 
Go to WNY I AM.

The Post would like to welcome our many New members; Charles Andrews, Donald 
Baltes, Leonard Harris, Ronald Doeing, Faith Domowicz, James Kuna, Thaddeus 
Kendziora, James Makowski, Walter Mazuchowski, Douglas Miller, Benjamin 
Pritchard, Steven Resetarits and many more.

Membership, Participation and Activities will make our Post Stronger.
Our General Membership meetings are on the 1st Wednesday of the Month at 7 PM.

Pre-Turkey Party with the 
Alibi Pass Band

Help for Troops
Valuable information for Guard 

and Reserves returning from 
duty, your employee rights. The 

National Committee for the 
Employer Support of the Guard 
and Reserve can assist returning 

guard and reservists. To learn 
more or for help, 

visit www.esgr.com or 
call 1-800-336-4590



Empire AMVET	 WINTER	•	2015

14

Post 48
Ronkonkoma

Post 48 Riders with Commander Karl Sundquist at Christmas breakfast for Boots 
on the Ground. Riders donated 3 large bags of toys for veteran’s children.

Riders and Commander with volunteers from Boots on the Ground.
George & Debbie

Ladies Auxiliary and Riders at the fundraiser Car Show.

At Gloria’s Dinner

State Commander Benware spending 
time with Riders Chapter 

George Stondell showing donated toys!

Dave from Post 14 with George from 
Post 48.

Gloria’s Testimonial Dinner

Riders Working for the Community Projects

Making personal care packages (40) for 
single and others community group.

2nd Vice Barbara Leddy with our own 
Frosty.

Donating 100 handmade hats to Good 
Samaritan pediatrics.

Ladies Auxiliary jewelry party.

Post 48 Ladies very involved with Community Projects.

—Post 48, continued on Pg. 15
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Commander Karl Commander Benware

Past Department Commanders Chuck 
& Marty.

Halloween Party

Ladies from Auxiliary Post Christmas 
Party.

Helpers in the kitchen for the Children’s 
Christmas Party.

Andra Mazzola with Santa and his 
helper.

Barbara Chapman having fun with the 
Mime at Post 48’s Children’s party.

Christmas Party 
at Post 48

Cory Feary is now stationed in 
Afghanistan . He is the son of Dave 
and Debbie Feary from Post 14 in 
Depew . 
If you would like to write him, his 
address is:
 

Bagram Airfield
Camp Montrond
APO, AE 09354

OverseAs DirectOry 

Dear Soldier

U.S.A.

Robert E . Gonzalez is going on his 
4th tour to Afghanistan . He is the 
grandson of Bunky Furman, Post 
111 .
If you would like to write him, his 
address is:
 

Gonzalez, Robert E .
SOTF - S Camp Brown

APO - AE 09355

—Post 48, continued from Pg.14

If you are a Veteran in Emotional Crisis,
call this Toll-Free number now:

1-800-273-TALK (Veterans Press 1)
Available 24/7. All calls are confidential.

Change of address
for amvets members

Notify Your Post
Your Post will send this information to the New York State AMVETS 

Executive Director, who will make the change for the Department and who 
will also notify the National AMVETS Headquarters.
This will change your address for The Empire AMVET 

and the National American Veteran publication.

Do not send any changes to The Empire AMVET Editor.

Benefits and Services
 for Veterans and their Families

Call: 1-888-VETS-NYS

Commander and Debbie Stondell play-
ing Santa and his helper at the Post 48 
Christmas party.
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June 2014
Post 76 held a Benefits Fair for all veterans, representatives of the veterans service 

organization, veteran administration offices, long term care representatives, elder care 
attorney, Medicare and Social Security were on hand to assist veterans in understanding 
their entitlements and how to seek assistance in times of need for themselves and their 
loved ones. The local VA doctor and Northport VA provided health screenings. This 
first-ever Benefit Fair was very well received by our VA officials and veterans.

September 2014
September 27, 2014 was a very proud 

day for Post 76. A portion of Gibson Street 
behind Post 76 was renamed AMVETS 
WAY. Town Supervisor Tom Croci and 
Councilman John Cochrane, Jr., presided 
over the renaming dedication. Other 
important Town officials and staff were 
in attendance to commemorate this historic 
day.

October 2014
Installation Dinner/Dance for Post 76

Attendees from our Post, AMVET State Officials, along with other AMVET Posts 
were present. Local government officials came to honor our Post and all those who are 
serving and have serve our Country.

November 2014
During the Bay Shore Veteran’s Day 

Memorial Service, a new flagpole was 
erected at the Bayshore Memorial. The 
pole was donated by the Westhampton 
Air Force Base to AMVET Post 76, who 
in turn donated it to the town of Islip.
AMVET Post 76, along with local 
Legion posts and VFW posts participated 
in this auspicious occasion. Post and 
government officials presided over the 
memorial ceremony and the dedication 
of the flagpole.
All veterans were invited to the newly 
renovated Post 76 canteen for food and 
refreshments. Back at the Post, attendees 
got to meet, greet and honor veteran 
residents who are honorably AMVET 
Post 76 members.

Members of Post 76 participated in the 
Flag Burning Ceremony at Calverton 
National Cemetery. We collect flags 
at our post and attend flag burning 
ceremonies to ensure all American flags 
are retired in the appropriate manner.

Commander Bill Murray 
saluting a retired flag

Sons of AMVETS
A welcome addition to 

AMVETS Post 76 is the newly 
chartered Sons of AMVETS. 
Thanks to the state officials 
who made this possible and for 
presiding over the Installation 
of this newly formed Board.
December 2014

Post 76 partnered with 
AMVETS Post 48 Riders to 
collect jackets for those less 
fortunate. In addition, we teamed 
up with the U.S. Marine Corp and 
held a Toys for Tots Drive.

Boxes for both causes were 
placed in our Post for members, 
their families and the community 
to make contributions. We 
were extremely successful in 
the amount of toys and jackets 
donated by the community and 
our fellow veterans and their 
families.

Post 76
Bayshore

Veterans discussing Social Security 
benefits.

Veteran’s getting information and 
vendors waiting to be of assistance.

A momentous occasion

Newly elected officers from left to right: Eric Sumpter, John Matos, Chris Ciejka, 
Steven Hecker, Commander Bill Murray and Arnie Diamond.

Department of New York Auxiliary President Gloria Morck was in attendance to help 
us celebrate.

Post 76 Commander Bill Murray pays tribute to our fallen

—Post 76, continued on Pg. 17
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Post 88
Massapequa

Captain John Neville along with Artie, Ed, J.O. and John

“The Boys of Summer”
 – Bill, Billy O., Rich & Pat

Lenny Scheiner trimming the tree.

Richie Benson and 
Kevin O’Connell

The Ladies of the Post Eileen, Ann, 
Helen, Cathy and Carol wrapping the 
children’s gifts.

Charlie Guinan, John Regores 
and Don Bruning

We would like the AMVET families in the Buffalo area to know the thoughts of our 
Commander, Officers and members were with you during the severe snowstorms you 
experienced recently. We hope all got through with minimum damage and discomfort.

There were about 50 members in attendance at our August 24th “end of summer bar-
beque.” Thanks To Commander Owens for cooking, Margaret Sullivan for the salads and 
all others who helped that night. As usual, we had a good time.

John Neville gathered his players together for another ‘no running’ (Thank God) stick-
ball game on August 29th. The no running God blessed 14 participants with a beautiful 
day. I was told to say John’s team won and retired to the Post for Hot Dogs and . . . that 
night, Rich Rossi MC’d A Nite @ the Races. Thanks to Commander Owens for the 
spaghetti and meatballs and to all who volunteered their time to make this an enjoyable 
and fun filled evening. The $747 profit was earmarked for Post 88’s Scholarship Fund.

On September 19th, our Color Guard was honored to carry the Colors in Eisenhower 
Park for the annual Nassau County Veterans barbeque. As always, CG Chairman Bob 
Lane and crew performed very well.

On Monday, September 22nd, our Sons of AMVETS Squadron held its 3rd Annual 
Golf Outing. Back at the Post, the duffers were treated to a delicious dinner. After the 
customary raffle and 50/50, the Sons donated a nice gift to the Post. Thanks to Sons 
Commander Cerny, Officers and members for a beautiful day and a much appreciated 
donation.

North Massapequa held its Annual Italian Street Fest on September 28th. Again, our 
Color Guard had the Colors presentation honors and did not disappoint anyone. CG 
Chairman Bob Lane set up a recruitment table that was manned by CG members and 
our “Adopt A Troop” program realized $1,300 in donations. Commander Owens was 
proud of the turnout.

October 3rd through the 5th, a number of members attended the Fall SEC in 
Binghamton. Commander Benware presided over a well run and informative meet-
ing. Thankfully, our grant requests received favorable consideration by the Service 
Foundation.

It’s always a sad day when we have to close our golf season. The AGA (AMVETS 
Golf Association) had its last game at the Brentwood Golf Course. Afterwards, members 
assuaged their disappointment during a luncheon at Jackie Reilly’s, where they were 
presented with a windbreaker jacket. Our thanks to Commissar Rich Rossi for a great 
job setting up the courses throughout the season.

Our members attended the Annual Veterans Day ceremony at our namesake’s park 
(Klestinec) in Massapequa. The American Legion always puts this observance together, 
which results in a great turnout of Veteran organizations and community leaders. At the 
conclusion, we returned to the Post to remember the members who passed from us in 
the past year.

Commander Owens could not be more proud of Rich Rossi and his “Adopt A Troop” 
volunteers. The volunteers do a lot of work shopping, packing and mailing to put this 
continuing program together. Their reward is the numerous appreciation letters they 
receive, making it well worth the effort.

Hats off to Margaret Sullivan once again for making eight families very happy on 
Thanksgiving. Margaret, some members and Sons, contributed enough to create dinners 
from soup to nuts and nothing was left out. It took a lot of legwork on Margaret’s part, 
which wasn’t lost on Commander Owens; his buttons are popping!

In the spirit of Christmas, our Post and tree were decorated on December 5th. That 
same evening, our ladies wrapped children’s presents for Santa. Weather-wise, it was a 
bad night, so we had a small turnout. Nevertheless, a good time was had by all.

On Sunday, December 7th, we held our annual Pearl Harbor Day Observance. It was 
a very cold and windy day, but we had a great turnout of Veteran Organizations, Boy 
Scouts, Girl Scouts, Gold Star Mothers, politicians, families and friends. Afterwards, we 
returned to the Post to warm up with refreshments and entertainment by the Amityville 
Highland Pipe Band. Commander Owens thanked CG Chairman Bob Lane for chairing 
the Observance and the crew at the Post who prepared the food for our guests. PPC Jack 
Maxwell did an outstanding job as MC.

Commander Owens invited our ladies and the Sons to our General meeting on Friday, 

AMVETS Post 88 Stickball Team

Children’s Christmas Party

—Post 76, continued from Pg. 16

—Post 88, continued on Pg. 18

Up at Bat . . .
Commander Owens
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Santa (Jack Maxwell) 
and Jason Pachucki.

Santa along with Rich Rossi 
and John Regores.

Jason and Annie 
Pachucki

Jason and Annie reading 
the Polar Express story to 
the children.

December 12th, after which Jack Maxwell served a deli-
cious ham dinner that he had prepared. Another “first” for 
88 that was appreciated by all. Thank you Mr. Commander 
and PPC Jack.

We had a very nice turnout of children at their Christmas 
Party on Saturday, December 12th. They couldn’t of had a 
better time, thanks to our JA Jason Pachucki and his wife, 
Annie. And of course, Jack & Ann Maxwell for putting the 
event together. Santa and his helper did a fine job picking 
the toy presents.

As you can see, the month of December was very busy 
for everyone, especially for VAVS Representative Maxwell 
and his volunteers who held TWO Christmas parties at the 
Northport VAMC; one for patients from Building 63; and 
the other for the Vets in the nursing home. All were treated 
to “goodies,” entertained by a choral group, and of course, 
played Bingo and they loved it. Commander Jim can’t 
thank Jack and his volunteers enough for all the time they 
devote to Northport throughout the year.

As for thanking people, the Commander and members 
can’t thank Rich Rossi and his “Adopt A Troop” crew 
enough for never forgetting our Troops. After shopping 
and packaging, they topped off their year with a Christmas 
mailing on December 18th.

Rich Rossi and Bill O’Toole make sure the needy in 
our community keep warm through the winter months by 
supplying fuel oil purchased with the money they collect 
from members and friends. Rich and Bill thank all who 
contributed.

Post 88 has undergone a slew of internal improvements 
this past year thanks to the just about single-handed efforts 
of Commander Owens meeting with utility officials, con-
tractors and overseeing their work. As a result, we have a 
new roof, an air conditioning/heating system and energy-
saving lighting. That calls for a “Well Done,” despite the 
fact that he is not done yet.

In closing, we at Post 88 wish our AMVET family a 
Happy & Healthy New Year. If you are in our neighbor-
hood, stop in and say hello. We open every day at 1 PM.

Joe Bishop, PDC

Commander Jim Owens, PDC Jack Maxwell, PPD Pat 
Pratola and President Service Foundation Frank DeMarco.

Sons Commander John Cerney and 
Members.

PPC Rich DeJesu, Lois and 
Color Guard Chairman Bob 
Lane. Bob Lane and Commander

Dick Cote and Bill Capparelli

—Post 88, continued from Pg. 17

Pearl Harbor Day
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Post 103
Staten Island

Merry Christmas! “103” delivers Christmas gifts to Brooklyn VA for distribution 
to homeless vets. From left: Beryl Brenner (VA program administrator), Randi 
Dougherty, Ray Craven, Bob Parker, George Dougherty, Tom Doyle and (kneeling) 
Commander Tom Abarno.

Party music was provided by the “All Veterans Band” and helped liven up the 
festivities.

Ladies Auxiliary President 
Randi Dougherty displays 
some of the Christmas gifts 
donated to the VA hospital by 
Post 103.

Jimmy Ford helps set up the buffet and 
accessories for the VA luncheon.

VAVS representative George Dougherty, wife Randi 
and Tom Abarno display one of eighty winter coats, 
which Post 103 donated for use of veterans in the 
homeless program at the hospital.

Some of our 150 guests enjoying some great food, music and friends at the Brooklyn 
VA facility.

103 members Christ Martin and Rick 
Mundy help deliver food for the annual 
VA hospital Christmas party hosted by 
the Post.

As 2014 was coming to a close at “103,” we were able to continue our mission 
of veteran service support of the Brooklyn VA hospital’s patient programs. As is 
customary at this time of year, the donation of winter clothing and coats is a priority 
request for homeless and needy vets. We were able to deliver 80 brand-new winter 
coats, as well as a supply of socks, underwear, scarves, sweaters, gloves and footwear. 
These items are in demand and the program administrators cannot thank us enough for 
coming through for our fellow veterans.

Prior to Christmas, we brought 50 wrapped presents to the hospital for distribution 
to patients for the holiday. For many of these people, our packages are the only gifts 
they will receive. These folks are really grateful for the thought and caring that comes 
with them. In addition, it gives members at “103” a tremendous lift knowing that we 
are helping make someone’s life a little brighter.

On December 30th we hosted our 11th annual holiday party at the hospital. We had 
about 150 people in attendance and we all had a great time. We sponsor and cater the 
whole party ourselves and even a live veteran band.

Looking forward to 2015, we will continue our mission and provide winter clothing 
and other support as needed. We are currently planning day trips and outings over the 
next several months.

Tom Abano

2015 SPRING SEC
BINGHAMTON
March 20 & 21

at DoubleTree Hotel
Call 607 .722 .7575 for reservations

Reports for the SEC Book
must be submitted by March 1, 2014
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November 11, 2014: Veterans Day Celebration, Four Corners Patchogue, NY

June 27, 2014: West Point “Jazz 
Knights” Concert at the Long Island 
State Veterans Home, Stony Brook, NY

R.I.P. . . PPC Eddie Adams, 
Amvets Post 111

October 17, 2014: Commander Michael 
Amodio accepting Certificate of Special 
Congressional Recognition from 
Congressman Tim Bishop at the 61st 
Anniversary Dinner Dance, Bellport 
Country Club, NY

June 25, 2014: Long Island State 
Veterans Home “Fishing Trip” on Capt. 
Eddie B 3rd at Captree, Ny

R.I.P. . . Bunky Furman, 
Amvets Post 111

September 5, 2014: West Point Football 
1st game vs Buffalo. 2nd Vice Anthony 
Chendemi with Black Knight, West 
Point, NY

May 26, 2014: Memorial Day Parade, Patchogue, NY

November 29, 2014: Patchogue Christmas Parade, Patchogue, NY

July 20, 2014: Amvets Day Celebration at Post 111, Patchogue, NY

Post 111
Patchogue

December 7, 2014: Remember Pearl Harbor, Pinelawn Memorial Park, Farmingdale, NY

In Memoriam
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Post 245
Hornell

The Auxiliary Unit 846 hosted the annual 
Children’s Christmas Party. Santa and his 

Elves presented presents to a room full 
of excited young “Angels” that 

all said they had been good.

On Thursday, October 9, 2014, AMVETS Post 245 Commander John Foster 
presented Sons of AMVETS Commander Dave Strickarz with an award for attaining 
100 members. Commander Foster also thanked Commander Strickarz for all that the 
“Sons” do at the Post Home.

Richard A. Terpstra, a member of 
AMVET Post 245 of Hornell, NY, 
and a member of the Post 245 Riders, 
was killed in a bike/deer accident on 
September 28, 2014.

AMVET Rider of Post 245 
carried Rick’s ashes on his last 
ride to St. Mary’s Cemetery on 
October 11, 2014, with Rick’s 
family. The AMVETS Riders 
State President from Gowanda, 
NY was part of this procession. 
There were over 100 bikes 
escorting Rick from Hornell to 
Canistea, past the accident site, 

to Greenwood, to Andover, to Alfred and 
then Alfred Station, and ending at St. 
Mary’s Cemetery in Hornell.

There was a line of 32 American flags 
engulfing the sight where Rick’s ashes 
were scattered over his parent’s grave. 
The same place his wife’s ashes were 
scattered about a year ago.

After Rick’s internment, the family 
wake was held at Post 245 Home in 
Hornell.
For more information, contact:
Robert H . Allen
11-8th Street, Canisteo, NY 14823
nanorbob@yahoo .com

—Post 245, continued on Pg. 22

Annual
Children’s Christmas Party

Saturday, Dec. 13, 2014
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Post 265
Parrishville

Amvets and Auxiliary visited Veterans at Resident Home for a coffee hour and 
presented them with a plaque. Pictured are: (front)-Amvet Jackie DeGraw, Brian 
Page (standing) Commander Larry Page; (back)-Rupert Sheldon and Milt DeGraw 
with some of the veterans.

Auxiliary and youth volunteers ready for Bi-Centennial.

Auxiliary youth volunteers getting ready to line-up for the parade. Shown in picture 
are Brianna Hayes, Anourine Pullano, Sarah Kearney, Brooke Hayes and Courtney 
DiTullio.

Parishville’s Bi-Centennial Celebration started off with Commander Larry Page and 
Auxiliary President Diane Hayes presenting retiring Historian Emma Remington 
with a plaque, check and flowers for all of the work she has done for veterans over 
the past 35 years.

—Post 245, continued from Pg. 21

—Post 265, continued on Pg. 23
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Our 9th Grade winner 
from National Amvets 
Americanism Contest, 
Amanda Mason, on her trip 
to Valley Forge, hanging 
out with other students on 
the streets of Philly.

Commander Larry Page, Auxiliary President Diane Hayes and Mr. Pierce from 
Post #282 were invited for a program about Veterans on Veterans Day at Potsdam 
Elementary School for the K Kids and The Builders Club.

Amanda visiting the 
Liberty Bell.

Auxiliary Members enjoying a together time at their 2014 Prom to help benefit their 
Child Welfare program.

Youth volunteers Daisy Liebfred and 
Brooke Hayes with Auxiliary officers 
Mary Gilbert, Norma Cyrus and Diane 
Hayes (far right) presenting checks to 
Kellie Hitchman (Hospice) and Alyssa 
(Animal Shelter) from money raised 
from annual Walk-A-Thon.

The Medal of Honor, one of 
Amanda’s favorite tours.

Commander Larry Page (left) and 
Auxiliary President Diane Hayes (far 
right) presenting awards from National 
Amvets Americanism Contest to Jon 
Snell (1st Place, 3rd Grade), Harley 
Ellis (2nd Place, 4th Grade) and Tanner 
Wilson and Brooke Hayes Certificates 
for Recognition at National Level.

Post 282
Potsdam

Submitted on behalf of 
Commander Floyd Field of Post 282

Ever since the opening of our new Post building early this year, we have worked to 
solidify our Post as a positive force in our local community.

April 5th featured the grand opening for our Post, made possible with local dona-
tions such as Coakley’s Hardware, Potsdam’s Veterans of Foreign Wars Post, Howland 
Pump, and the local Wal-Mart. Since that time, our Post has been very active in our 
community.

The Post works with Transitional Services of Northern New York, assisting employ-
ment, a place to live, and any other assistance that they need. We also host fundraisers 
and donation drives for the Syracuse VA Hospital, most recently having two karaoke 
DJ nights in November and December with raffles and donation jars which were very 
successful in providing needed extra items to patients at the hospital.

During the short North Country summer, the Post also hosted Wednesday Cruise 
Night, where Post members, and other local car enthusiasts, brought their classic cars 
to the Post to be viewed by the public. This event turned out to be quite popular, and 
the Post thanks 3rd Vice Jeff Sochia for his work on making this a success.

On November 11th, Veteran’s Day, the Post hosted an excellent lunch, grilled by 
members of the Post, free for all veterans and their families. This lunch was very well 
attended, and there were also some exciting games of pool to be had.

Another exciting event to happen this year is the work put in by our Post to start up 
a Sons of AMVETS Squadron at the Post. Commander Floyd Field and 1st Vice Bob 
Grippo have done excellent work and all of the paperwork is in, and we hope to have 
our first meeting of the Sons in 2015.

The Post has also been very active in donations, giving monetary assistance to 
various local organizations throughout the year, ensuring that they have the needed 
resources to assist those in need in our local community. Some of the organizations 
that we were happily able to assist include the Potsdam Humane Society (which offers 
free adoptions to veterans,) the West Potsdam Fire Department, The Office of the 
Aging, and Ogdensburg Parks and Recreation.

One of the highlights of this year was the Children’s Christmas Party, of which 
pictures of the event can be seen here. This event was open to all, and was very well 
attended, filling our Post to capacity. Activities for the kids included Christmas card 
creation and decoration, Christmas tree decoration, and Christmas Cookie decoration. 
The Post also provided free drinks and food, ensuring there was plenty of cookies 
for our little guests. This party culminated with a visit from Santa, handing out age 
appropriate gifts to all the kids that attended, courtesy of the Post. The Potsdam High 
School Red Cross Club also donated Christmas Cards for our Post members, signed 
by the members of the club. This heartfelt gift was very well received, and each card 
stated, “This nation will remain the land of the free only so long as it is the home of the 
brave. Thank you for all you have done! Happy Holidays from Potsdam High School 
Red Cross Club.” This event was extremely successful and the Post is grateful to 2nd 
Vice Fay Sheldon for his tireless work on this event.

The year ended with the Post New Years Eve Party, with our members enjoying 
music, karaoke, and the presence of so many of the Post members that we ran out of 
seating. We look forward as a Post to our first anniversary in January, and another 
excellent year in AMVETS!

Eric Huebner Alan
1st Vice Commander (Acting)

“In the practice of tolerance, one’s enemy is 
the best teacher.” 

— The Dalai Lama

“If we represent knowledge as a tree, we know 
that things that are divided are yet connected. 

We know that to observe the divisions and 
ignore the connections is to destroy the tree.”

 — Wendell Berry

—Post 265, continued from Pg. 22

—Post 282, continued on Pg. 24
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How Staten Island Welcomed its Heroes
-A Personal Perspective-

On May 3, 2014 I, along with three other members of the AMVETS John R. Tamburri, 
Jr. Memorial Post 917, Nick Mazzella, Vincent Harden Jr., and George Cusick, had the 
privilege of escorting six wounded soldiers and their guests from the Walter Reed National 
Medical Center in Bethesda, Md. to Staten Island for a VIP weekend. The annual event, 
known as the Staten Island Welcomes Our Heroes (SIWOH), is in its sixth year. These 
honorees are not sports icons, mythical figures, or Hollywood legends. They are ordinary 
young men and women whose fame appears only in military orders and documents and 
who have put their lives on the line and are now on a road to recovery. The event is to 
give these men and women the respect, support, and appreciation that they so deserve. 
We remind them and ourselves that Vietnam Veteran’s homecoming is not to be repeated.

Three vans, with U.S. Coast Guardsmen from Station New York Petty Officer 2nd Class 
Bradley Haines, Petty Officer 3rd Class Ryan Rose, and Seaman Apprentice William 
Johnson in the driver seats, carried the escorts and honorees. Over the past few months 
during our periodic visits to the medical center we had come to know the honorees’ 
names, ranks, and the guests who would accompany them to the event. We checked the 
list. U.S. Army Specialist Josh Beckett accompanied by his sister Ashton, U.S. Army 
Specialist James (Jamie) Lee accompanied by his wife Lisa, U.S. Army Sergeant Kyle 
Pletzke, U.S. Army Specialist Seth Wakeling, U.S. Marine Lance Corporal Gregory Judes 
accompanied by his fiancé Casey Kamm, U.S. Marine Major Michael Habba, and U.S. 
Navy Lieutenant Melanie Monts De Oca accompanied by her mother Arlene Crow and 
a family friend Grace Winkler. All were present and accounted for and ready to go. With 
four of the five military branches represented and in close quarters there were plenty of 
service branch jokes to go around. Of course, it was all in good fun.

The convoy of about twenty-five bikers from various motorcycle organizations and 
Maryland Police cars and motorcycles departed from the medical center’s grounds at 8:30 

Post 917
Staten Island

—Post 917, continued on Pg. 25
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am. Honoree Jamie Lee and his wife Lisa, riding in my Van commented, “… for us?” You 
haven’t seen anything yet was my reply. The event was especially moving for Jamie Lee 
since he is a native Staten Islander. He was wounded on Feb 10, 2014 in Afghanistan in a 
battle that claimed the life of one of his best friends and wounded many others.

Police vehicles from the Maryland, Delaware, and New Jersey with sirens blaring, 
blocked highway entrances paving the way for the convoy now consisting of about 125 
motorcycles, cars, and vans escorting our honorees and their guests to the awaiting 
crowds in Staten Island.

After four and a half hours of negotiating through four different states by police escort 
we arrived at the Park and Ride area in Staten Island to meet with other bikers and jeeps 
that would join the motorcade. With Mother Nature cooperating we assisted the honorees 
aboard a vintage FDNY fire truck so that they would be out in the open to wave to the 
crowds awaiting them on Richmond Ave. After all, Mother Nature was also bestowing 
honor on our heroes.

As the motorcade of now approximately 200 motorcycles, jeeps, fire trucks, and 
other vehicles exits the Korean War Parkway and enters Richmond Ave. police vehicles 
block intersections preventing traffic from interfering with the motorcade. Traffic is at a 
standstill on Richmond Ave. going south. People are rolling down their windows, waving, 
taking pictures with their smart phones, and flashing their headlights as our honorees gaze 
in awe. This was all for them. As we approach the flag waving crowds our honorees wave 
and, as I look at the expression on their faces, I could see some had tears in their eyes.

Following a lunch at the Hilton Commons Café it was onto the VFW Post 7172 in 
the Westerleigh section of the island for a jointly hosted picnic by VFW Post 7172 
and AMVETS Post 917. A crowd of about 100 applauded and greeted the honorees as 
they stepped off the polished vintage fire truck. If the catered food wasn’t enough, the 
honorees were also treated to New York Pizza donated by Jimmy Mac’s pizzeria. For six 
years New York Pizza has always been a craving for the honorees. As part of the picnic’s 
event the honorees were treated to patriotic songs sung by the chorus of school children 
from P.S. 29. Once again I saw misty eyes on the faces of m in the crowd including the 
honorees. The picnic culminated with the serving of the beautiful cake with its icing 
emulating the Staten Island Welcomes our Heroes themed T-Shirts. There were ooo’s and 
aaaaa’s when the cake, baked by Laurie Harden, wife of AMVETS Post 917 Commander 
Vincent Harden III, was unveiled. Now it was time to board the Vans once again for the 
ride to the Hilton Garden Inn for some respite.

It was now Sunday, May 4th and time for a nice hearty breakfast hosted by the Service 
Committee of AMVETS Post 917. Yes, the honorees would once again eat before 
partaking in one of the highlights of the weekend. I raised a glass of orange juice and 
offered a toast to these brave young men and women. It was short but the message was 
clear – thanking them for their service, their sacrifices, and God Speed. Now, on to the 
U.S. Coast Guard Station New York for that highlighted event.

Following a short safety briefing by Lieutenant Commander Bill Walsh of the Coast 
Guard Station we were sized and fitted with full U.S. Coast Guard suits to protect us 
from the elements. The day was somewhat cloudy and some scattered showers were in 
the forecast but the predicted water from the sky never did fall. For some of us getting 
into the impressive looking black and orange suits was a challenge.

The two Coast Guard Harbor Crafts powered up and throttled ahead for a tour of the 
New York Harbor. We waved to the crowd aboard the Staten Island Ferry as we passed 
them by and then there she was, Lady Liberty. Once again the honorees gazed at the 
symbol of freedom. This was what it was all about. Major Habba turned to me and 
gave me a thumbs-up. After the honorees had finished clicking away with their smart 
phones and cameras the Coast Guard personnel once again powered up the crafts and 
continued to give the honorees a tour of the picturesque skyline. Even though this was a 
tour for our honorees the Coastguardsmen still maintained a watchful eye, as they always 
do, protecting the harbor, and looking for anyone in distress or for anyone that may be 
abusing the privilege of using the harbor’s waters. We moved on to the Freedom Tower, 
Ellis Island, the Intrepid, and New York’s famous Brooklyn, Manhattan, and Williamsburg 
bridges. Certainly this was a tour that would not be forgotten by our honorees.

The return to the Coast Guard Station was greeted by none other than, once again, a 
catered barbecue courtesy of the U.S. Coast Guard with food donated by Miller’s Ale 
House of Staten Island. We promised the honorees that they would not go home hungry. 
We meant it.

But more was yet to come. At 4:00 pm the three vans with the honorees, escorts, and 
guests lined up to be escorted through the streets of Staten Island by the FDNY to their 
Rossville fire station for another catered food spread. FDNY Fire Commissioner Sal 
Cassano, a Vietnam Veteran himself, presented each of the honorees with an FDNY 
certificate. Each of the women guests was also presented with a bouquet of flowers.

Now I needed to make a call so that something special would be waiting for the 
honorees upon return to the hotel. Yes, that something special was, once again, New York 
pizza this time donated by John’s Pizzeria.

And now on Monday morning following a breakfast hosted by the Fraternal Order of 
Police (FOP) 120, comes the bittersweet end to a beautiful weekend honoring a group 
of beautiful people. We board the vans with our three new U.S. Coastguardsmen from 
Station New York Petty Officer 2nd Cass Jonathan Fitzpatrick, Petty Officer 3rd Class 
Patrick Batson, and Seaman Morgan Fellers in the driver seats. The trip would be serene 
and at a slow unescorted pace. For a short while for these soldiers it was a respite from 
the “winds of war”.

—Post 917, continued from Pg. 24

—Post 917, continued on Pg. 26
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In closing here are some comments from our honorees:
Spc. Josh Beckett, “This is the best trip I’ve been on, and I’ve been on many.”
Sgt. Kyle Pletzke, “…all these people came together to do everything they did for us 

it’s just an amazing weekend…as a group we all had a good time and felt very special 
to see all these people come out and do as much as they did for us. It was non-stop one 
thing after another…the way everything was set up it felt like it was a big family up here 
to get away from the hospital and come up and have that atmosphere it’s amazing. There’s 
not enough that can be said for everyone that was involved in this…Truthfully it’s one of 
the nicest things I’ve had done for me since the injury…everyone up here is an amazing 
group of people. I can’t say thank you enough.”

Maj. Michael Habba, “…thanks to all the Staten Islanders and the AMVETS personnel 
for hosting the wounded warriors from Bethesda Maryland…great tour of the city…
great hospitality and we appreciate everything that’s been done showing their support for 
the wounded warriors…it’s been a wonderful event…some here have lost limbs and it’s 
a great way to see great smiles on their faces…great hospitality and great to be around 
patriotic Americans. Hoorah, Semper Fi.”

Frank A . Russo
Communications Officer, AMVETS Post 917
347.452.3779
frank@farusso.com

John R. Tamburri Memorial Post 917 — On the Go
As another year approaches and 2014 comes to a close, our post has certainly been 

busy bringing smiles and comfort to our veterans and our wounded heroes. Let’s recap:
For 2014 reported into the Programs Reporting System, as of November 11, 2014, 

Post 917 has had the dedication of 453 volunteers, donating 3,037 hours of their time, 
and travelling 68,814 miles, all at an Activity Cost of $4,762.10.

AMVETS Post 917 is an AMVETS Career Center. As of November 12, 2014, 
member and Career Center Team Leader, Peter Romano, has placed more than 40 
veterans in Jobs. That number places Post 917 as one of the leaders among the 
AMVETS Career Centers in placing veterans into jobs. Many thanks to Peter. Hoorah!

 Our latest activity was Veterans Resource Day on October 25 where four stations 
addressing Jobs and employment, Walter Reed Medical Center information, Claims 
and Benefits, and Membership provided support for veterans and their families. Thank 
you to all the members that manned the stations and made the day a success for the 
veterans that came through and received the support that they so deserved.

For the past eight years Post 917 has been visiting Walter Reed National Medical 
Center (WRNMC) in Bethesda, Maryland on a regular basis, at intervals of every five 
to six weeks. Supporting our trips to the hospital are the guardsmen of the United States 
Coast Guard Station New York who accompany our members. In a letter addressed to 
the Post 917 Commander Vincent Harden III, Lieutenant Commander William C. 
Walsh, Commanding Officer of Station New York writes, “…I am proud to have a deck 
plate understanding the positive impact these visits and events have on the lives of the 
wounded warrior and my own service member.” The one day round trip from our Staten 
Island location is long, but it comes with the reward of seeing the smiles, positive 
attitudes, and being able to thank the wounded heroes face-to-face outweighs by far the 
length of the trip. The Activity Cost for this period includes special T-Shirts loved by 
every recipient who has received one. Manufactured by a local merchant who employs 
persons with special needs, the T-Shirts are unique to our wounded. Some T-shirts 
display “Wounded Warrior – Some Assembly Required,” while another displays 
“Healing From Within,” addressing those suffering from PTSD, while others simply 
say, “We stood by her” with the American Flag emblem. The T-Shirts, along with other 
comfort items such as hand knitted blankets, and food gift cards, are always a comfort. 
Beanie Babies and stuffed animals bring joy to the families with young children when 
they see the smile on the faces of the children. In a Letter of Appreciation from the 
Warrior and Family Coordination Cell at the WRNMC, Lieutenant Colonel Marguerite 
A. Lawrence writes, “…the annual Staten Island Excursion, May 2014, provided a 
relaxing and embracing weekend for our Wounded, Ill, and Injured service members 
and contributed to the philosophy of re-integration and rehabilitation. The generosity 
displayed through your organization’s donation tables on March 27, 2014, June 19, 
2014, and July 10, 2014 also contributed to this effort.”

As we walk into the wards of the hospital one can see the pain, not on the wounded 
soldier, but on the faces of the visiting families. The wounded soldier is stoic, full of 
courage, and willing and ready to move forward and return to their units.

As we move forward, it is our sincerest hope that there will be less wounded to 
visit. But as long as there is even one at the WRNMC and as long as our country has 
veterans, Post 917 continues its mission and has their back.

I Walk in the Shadow

I walk slowly in the shadow of a Wall,
Surrounded by silence,

Except for the tears that fall.

Now the door in my mind is ajar,
As I move forward sounds become real,

Choppers, artillery, and the yell of “incoming” comes from afar.
It’s hot and the monsoon rains are ready to fall,

Lock and load! it’s time to hit the road again! is the call,
Still, I’m in the shadow of the Wall.

It’s Cowboy, Country Fred, and I as Rudy Bags,
Will we return home as we are,

Or will mom see us only, only as Tags.

Now I close that door,
But still in the shadow of the Wall,

A passerby stops and asks, “Know anyone on this Wall?”

I look and stare at the never-ending names on the Wall,
And with sadness my aching heart replies,

“I know them all.”

With his arm around me I see tears in his eyes,
He’s stranger but a brother, and has no rank.

But our pain lingers, we ask- who lives, who dies, and the whys.

For he, as I, long ago answered the call,
Now, in tears we embrace and continue our walk,

In the shadow, the shadow of the Wall.

by SP/4 Frank A. Russo
Vietnam 1971

© 2013

—Post 917, continued from Pg. 25

 In early November, a Veteran came into the Salisbury VA 
Medical Center’s Emergency Department seeking treat-
ment for some large blisters on his feet.

Little did he know that before he would leave the ED he 
would meet someone like Chuck Maulden, a nurse in the 
Emergency Department.

“I took him back to be seen and his feet were in really 
bad shape. He had these huge blisters on his feet that were 
taking up the entire ball of his foot right behind his toes 
on both feet,” said Maulden.

“He had on dirty compression stockings that were stuck 
to his feet from the drainage of the blisters. The doctor 
examined him and told me to give him some more com-
pression stockings.”

Maulden went to work on treating the patient, taking a 

little extra care to make sure the Veteran had everything he 
needed to heal properly.

“I got his stockings off, washed his feet really well with 
some soap and water, and got some non-stick dressings to 
put over the blisters between them and the stockings. I got 
him some new stockings and a couple of extra pairs, in 
case those got worn out or dirty, and some fresh socks to 
take with him,” he said. “I just felt like I wished there was 
more I could do, though.”

What a world it would be if every person had that atti-
tude and generosity of spirit.

“No way his feet were going to heal 
in those shoes.”

It was then Maulden noticed what he thought might be 
the cause of the blisters — and he decided to do some-

Nurse Chuck Maulden checks a Veteran’s 
blood pressure.

Salisbury VA Medical Center

—Continued on Pg. 31
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Now onto the business of Reporting. Reporting is one of the most important things 
your Auxiliary should be doing. Let us know all your activities and donations that are 
being made, hours involved, mileage, etc. We must remember to complete our Service 
Reports twice a year. If you need guidance or assistance, please contact Department 
Secretary Rose Mary Blachowski, PDP.

I am looking forward to invitations to visit some of our Auxiliaries and meeting as 
many of you as possible. Please let me know about the happenings going on at your 
Auxiliary and Post. If I am available, I will be more than happy to attend. This past 
October I was invited to Post 111. The dinner dance was wonderful. I had the pleasure 
of seeing true camaraderie in action.

Just a gentle reminder, my project for 2014-2015, “Hero Hunger Project of Northport 
Medical Center.” This project originally started as a support to returning veterans from 
Operation Enduring Freedom, Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation New Dawn 
(OEF/OIF/OND.) The Northport Veterans Medical Center has made the resources 
available to any veteran or family who needs financial assistance. As you can see, this 
is a worthwhile project….

In closing, I hope to see as many of you as possible at our Spring S.E.C.

Gloria Morck, President
AMVETS Ladies Auxiliary
Department of New York
15 Hemlock Street
Islip, NY  11751
Email: gcm42@aol.com
Home Phone: 631.277.9842

Testimonial Dinner in Recognition of 
Gloria Boozer

AMVETS Ladies Auxiliary

Benware - Curr

Gloria and Family

Harold Chapman and Gloria

DeMarco - O’Keefe - Jane Feary - Stondell - Reddy

Post and Auxiliary #18

Sammy Reddy Post #40

Phalen Table

Zuan - Janetti - Horton

—AUXILIARY PRESIDENT continued from Pg. 1
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who did not renew for 2013-2014. I would ask all membership chairpersons from our 
74 Posts statewide, to send out reminder letters to all their delinquent members, asking 
them to renew for 2015.

Membership is the lifeblood of any organization and if we are to be taken seriously 
on matters that concern our fellow veterans, and us we must show that we are a growing 
force with numbers that cannot be ignored. Now is the time to get out and beat the 
bushes to find and sign up new members and get existing delinquent members to renew.

Once again, Happy New Year!

Richard G . DeJesu, First Vice Commander
Department of New York
God Bless our troops
God bless the USA
And may God continue to bless you

—First Vice Commander, continued from Pg. 1

We are doing a lot better in program reporting. We are second in the National First 
District, with 21 out of 74 Posts reporting. Keep up the good work. I hope to see you 
all at the SEC in March.

Yours in AMVETS,
Rich Rossi • 516.312.2896

—Executive Director, continued from Pg. 1

great incentives to raise membership. As you know, we are losing members on a daily 
basis.

I am accepting nomination letters for Department AMVET of the Year. Kindly 
submit a letter to myself or Rich Rossi, Executive Director, explaining why the person 
is deserving of this prestigious award. You can forward your nominations to me at P.O. 
Box 306, Malone, New York 12953. This award will be given out at the June convention 
in Binghamton.

Our Department Service Foundation is sponsoring scholarship awards to all college 
students. Any student wishing to apply for a scholarship needs to have their applications 
in by February 14. Any student wishing to get a scholarship application needs to contact 
their post commander or scholarship chairperson in order to obtain this application. In 
the event that your post does not have these applications, it is more than likely due to 
the fact that no one from your post has attended at least one of the three department 
meetings. The post commander or delegate is required to attend one of the three 
meetings in order to be eligible for these grants.

As we continue our long national nightmare with our military adventures in the 
Middle East, Iraq and Afghanistan, we need to show support to our incredibly brace 
and competent all-volunteer troops who are serving our country so diligently. Please 
consider sending some care packages to the 3rd Infantry Division troops in Afghanistan. 
Should your post like to send packages, please contact me or our Executive Director 
Rich Rossi for an address and more information.

Kindly continue your wonderful support to our great veteran’s organization, the 
AMVETS and our veterans who have serve our country and those that continue to serve 
and gave us the freedom that we now enjoy.

I wish everyone a healthy and prosperous new year.

Yours in AMVETS,
Jim Benware

—Commander, continued from Pg. 1

2015 Convention 
Pre-Registration Notice

The Amvets Department of New York will be doing delegate pre-registration for 
the first time at the 2015 Convention in Binghamton this year. Sometime in April 
we will be sending out pre-registration forms and directions to all posts, whether 
or not you are attending the convention. Each post will only need to complete the 
necessary post information and then add each of your delegates and alternates with 
their info, and we will keep it very simple. You will send a check with the pre-
registration form and when your delegates arrive at the convention, their delegate 
badges and goodie bags will be all ready for them to pick up.

We hope this will cut down on a lot of confusion and time, which we have been 
experiencing in the delegate registration process for the past several years due to 
our large attendance. You will also have an email address and a phone number to 
call for any assistance you may need for this new process. We will try and have the 
new forms available at the Spring SEC, so keep your eyes open and we will see 
you in Binghamton in March 2015.

Hal Queyor
Convention Pre-Registration

Top Ten Military 
& Veteran Discounts and Freebies

While there are a large number of organizations that support the military, these ten 
stand out for the exceptional value they provide to America’s military and veterans.
1 . Vet Tix
 Founded and managed by veterans, Vet Tix is a non-profit organization that col-

lects donated tickets from major league sports teams, venues, event organizers, 
and military supporters in order to give away free tickets to active military, veter-
ans, and their families. When demand is greater than the supply of free tickets, the 
site holds a lottery between verified users in order to determine who will receive 
the free tickets. Verified Troop ID members can use their Troop ID login to prove 
their eligibility for the program.

Access the military discount here: http://www.vettix.org
2 .  SeaWorld Resorts & Entertainment’s Waves of Honor Program
 For years, SeaWorld (which also owns and manages Busch Gardens, Adventure 

Island, Sesame Place, and Aquatica) has offered free admission to active duty 
military families. On a seasonal basis, the park also offers a generous discount to 
students, veterans, and teachers. You can find out more at ID.me’s SeaWorld page 
or at the Waves of Honor site.

Access the military discount here: http://go.id.me/1BKl4hf
3 .  Free Overstock .com “Club O” Membership
 Quietly, the online retailer has setup a program that offers free “Club O” mem-

bership to verified service members and veterans. After verifying eligibility with 
Troop ID either on ID.me’s page or on Overstock.com, current and former service 
members receive free shipping and 5% store credit on all Overstock.com

Access the military discount here: http://go.id.me/1AUcNqV
4 .  Under Armour Military, Veteran, and First Responder Program
 Under Armour brought their in-store military and veteran discount online in 

2012 after implementing Troop ID in their checkout flow. The program, open 
to service members, veterans, and their family members, is integrated into the 
UnderArmour.com website. Visit ID.me’s Under Armour page, which will walk 
you through the verification process and direct you to the Under Armour program. 
Look for the military and first responder prompt near the promo code section.

Access the military discount here: http://go.id.me/1DukgyY
5 .  Thompson Cigar Military Discount Program 
 The oldest mail order cigar delivery brand in the country, Thompson Cigar is pop-

ular in the military and veteran community. Through ID.me’s Troop ID technol-
ogy, Thompson Cigar offers 10% off and free shipping on all orders for military, 
veterans, and first responders.

Access the military discount here: http://go.id.me/1sfGrVN
6 .  Dell Military Appreciation Program
 To recognize military service, Dell created a military and veteran discount pro-

gram. Through ID.me, verified service members, veterans, and their families get 
10% off purchases as well as 5.3% cash back if they are registered on ID.me

Access the military discount here: http://go.id.me/1AUePar
7 .  Apple Military and Government Store
 The iconic brand offers special pricing for military and government personnel 

online. Follow this link to Apple’s Military and Government store.
Access the military discount here: Apple Military and Government Store

8 .  Microsoft Military and Government Discount Program
 Active duty military members and veterans are eligible for special discounts on 

most products. ID.me users also get an additional 2% cash back on purchases. 
Visit the Microsoft Store page at ID.me for more details about the program.

Access the military discount here: http://go.id.me/1xSlcu2
9 .  Bodybuilding .com Military Discount
 Bodybuilding.com offers 10% off purchases to verified military, veterans, and 

their families through Troop ID. Eligible customers who register with ID.me 
receive an additional 3.3% cash back. Visit the Bodybuilding.com store page at 
ID.me for more details.

Access the military discount here: http://go.id.me/1tUpXU5
10 . HP Military Discount
 HP offers military discounts up to 20% off and free shipping on many products. 

Registered ID.me members receive an additional 1.3% cash back on purchases. 
You can access the HP program by clicking here.

Access the military discount here: http://go.id.me/1FBHyF3
Bonus: ManUP
 Worried about following through with your New Year’s resolution? ManUP is a 

service designed to help veterans “re-claim their old self ” with expert nutritional 
information, team based workouts and competitions, and individualized coaching. 
Service members and veterans are eligible for 40% off plans. You can access the 
discount through the ManUP store page on ID.me.

Access the military discount here: http://go.id.me/1xZCI15
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What kind of questions can be 
answered at the VSC Call Center?
n Your VA health benefits package

n Coverage of special benefits, including:

	 •		Agent	Orange

	 •		POW

	 •		Purple	Heart

	 •		Persian	Gulf

	 •		Recent	Combat	Veteran

	 •		Women	Veterans

n Co-payment responsibilities

n General eligibility questions

n Available services

n Billing questions

What kind of questions are better 
handled somewhere else?
n Telephone-operator services

 i.e. requests to transfer to other departments

n Specific phone calls for individuals

n Questions of a medical nature

important 
notice 
for Life 

membership 
dues

- - - - - -
Life membership 

dues will be 
$250.00

“$125.00 
to national, 

$62.50
 to state 

and 
$62.50 to 
the post”

Leading Health Care in the 21st Century
Veterans Service Center Call Center 

1-888-823-9656

A toll-free, direct dial phone number that provides 
access to information about VA health care

What is the 
Veterans Service Center (VSC) Call Center?

  The VA Healthcare Network Upstate NY recognized the need to provide 
veterans with easy access to health benefits information. The VSC Call 
Center was created to meet this need.
  Our goal is to provide veterans with a toll-free number to inquire about 
VA health benefits, eligibility and billing issues with someone who is 
knowledgeable and experienced in these areas.
  To ensure someone is available to assist you, please remember that if you 
have an appointment conflict or a specific medical or prescription problem 
you should contact your primary care team or specialty provider.The VSC 
Call Center is not staffed to answer your medical questions.

 HEAR YE, HEAR YE, 
 READ ALL 
 ABOUT IT!!!
 You Are All Invited
 

Has your Post done something 
you are especially proud of?

Would you share your story with the rest 
of the Posts in the Department of New York?

Do you have original poems, military stories, cartoons?
News of your Post, events, pictures and 

story copy are all welcomed.
Send your story in to the Empire Editor and 

let everyone share your experiences.

Deadline dates are:
April 30th, August 30th, December 30th

  When submitting material, please remember these helpful hints:
  All are welcomed to submit materials to the Editor. When sending photos with 
captions, please type or hand print them on a separate piece of paper and just 
number the photographs, corresponding to the photo number. I find that computer 
print, magic markers, and pen ink bleed through and ruin succeeding photos. 
Written articles should be typed and double-spaced. It is very difficult to read 
handwriting. Please check spelling, especially the names of individuals involved. 
Everyone loves to see their name in print. Have fun with the articles, and your 
people will appreciate the extra effort you spent getting it right.
  Please honor the deadline dates. Anything that can be submitted before those 
dates is always well appreciated.

Harold Chapman
Empire AMVET Editor

(Post 48)
P .O . Box 2405

Ronkonkoma, NY 11779
631-588-3419 or 516-991-4121

hchappy@optonline .net 

If you have medical questions, 
please call your primary care team or 

the VA telecare number at 
1-888-838-7890

Additional Contact Info
New York State Division of Veterans Affairs 
(NYSDVA)
For free, professional assistance in accessing your 
veteran benefits, contact your State, County or 
Local veteran benefits counselor. To locate a 
counselor in your area call: 1-888-VETS-NYS

U .S . Dept . of Veteran Affairs (VA)
General Benefits
VA Hotline: (disability, compensation, pension, 
home loan, burial, vocational rehabilitation, 
survivor, and insurance benefits) ...... 1-800-827-1000
Education & Training .................... 1-888-442-4551
Veterans Employment Hotline ...... 1-800-342-3358
Life Insurance ............................... 1-800-669-8477
Headstones/Markers ...................... 1-800-697-6947

Health Care Benefits
Veterans Health Care .................. 1-877-222-VETS

Health Eligibility Center ............... 1-800-929-8387
CHAMPVA (medical care for dependents
& survivors of veterans) ............... 1-800-733-8387
Mammography Helpline ............... 1-888-492-7844
Spina Bifida .................................. 1-800-733-8387

Miscellaneous
Telecommunication Device for the 
Deaf (TDD) ....................................1-800-829-4833
Gulf War Veterans Helpline ...... 1-800-PGW-VETS
Debt Management Center (information
about debts owed to VA) ................1-800-827-0648

VA Health Care On The Web
www.va.gov/visns/visn02

Update New York Veterans –
Wherever you are, When you need help …

VA TELCARE
1-888-838-7890

Reaching Us Is Easy
VA Medical Centers:

Albany
113 Holland Avenue
Albany, NY 12208
(518) 626-5000

Batavia
222 Richmond Avenue
Batavia, NY 14020
(585) 343-7500

Bath
76 Veterans Avenue
Bath, NY 14810
(607) 664-4000

Buffalo
3495 Bailey Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14215
(716) 834-9200

Canandaigua
400 Fort Hill Avenue
Canandaigua, NY 14424
(585) 394-2000 

Syracuse
800 Irving Avenue
Syracuse, NY 13210
(315) 425-4400

Community-Based
Outpatient Clinics:

Auburn
Auburn Memorial 
Hospital
17 Lansing Street
Auburn, NY13021
(315) 255-7002

Bainbridge
109 North Main Street
Bainbridge, NY 13733
(607) 967-8590 

Binghamton
425 Robinson Street
Binghamton, NY 13901
(607) 772-9100

Catskill
Greene Medical Bldg.
159 Jefferson Heights
Catskill, NY 12414
(518) 943-7515

Clifton Park
1673 Route 9
Clifton Park, NY 12065
(518) 383-8506

Cortland
1104 Commons Avenue
Cortland, NY 13045
(607) 662-1517

Dunkirk
The Resource Center
325 Central Avenue
Dunkirk, NY 14048
(716) 366-2122

Elizabethtown
P.O. Box 277, Park Street
Elizabethtown, NY 12932
(518) 873-3295

Elmira
Health Services Bldg.
200 Madison Avenue

Suite 2E
Elmira, NY 14901
(877) 845-3247

Fonda
Camp Mohawk Plaza
Rt. 30A
Fonda, NY 12068
(518) 853-1247

Glens Falls
84 Broad Street
Glens Falls, NY 12801
(518) 798-6066

Ithaca
10 Arrowwood Drive
Ithaca, NY 14850
(607) 274-4680

Niagara Falls
620 10th Street, Suite 709
Niagara Falls, NY 14301
(716) 285-6663

Olean
Olean General Hospital
623 Main Street
Olean, NY 14760
(716) 375-7555

Oswego
Seneca Hills Health
Services Center
County Route 45A
Oswego, NY 13126
(315) 343-0925

Plattsburgh
43 Durkee Street
Plattsburgh, NY 12901

(518) 561-8310

Rochester
465 Westfall Road
Rochester, NY 14620
(585) 463-2600

Rome
125 Brookley Road 
Bldg. 510
Rome, NY 13441
(315) 334-7100

Schenectady
1322 Gerling Street
Sheridan Plaza
Schenectady, NY 12308
(518) 346-3334

Troy
500 Federal Street
Troy, NY 12180
(518) 274-7707

Watertown
218 Stone Street
Watertown, NY 13601
(315) 788-5050

Wellsville
Jones Memorial 
Hospital
Health Care Center
15 Loder Street
Wellsville, NY 14895
(585) 596-4111
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AMVETS Post Addresses
AMVETS Post 1
5276 Maple Lane
Cuba, NY 14727

585-968-3007

AMVETS Post 2
4306 State Route 31
Palmyra, NY 14522

315-597-5683

AMVETS Post 4
12 Andrews Street

Masena, NY 13662-1804
315-764-0686

amvetspost4.com

AMVETS Post 7
Box 302

Akron, NY 14001-0302

AMVETS Post 8
P.O. Box 281

Malone, NY 12953
518-483-7177

Amvets8@hotmail.com

AMVETS Post 11
P.O. Box 182

Dekalb Junction, NY 13630
315-347-3099

AMVETS Post 13
25 Review Place 

Buffalo, NY 14207
716-874-0559

Amvetsmedallionpost13@yahoo.com

AMVETS Post 14
P.O. Box 505

Depew, NY 14043
716-685-4721

AMVETS Post 18
141 Carlton Avenue

East Islip, NY 11730
631-581-6913

amvets18@verizon.net

AMVETS Post 19
Ogdensburg Mall
215 Ford Street

Ogdensburg, NY 13669
315-393-6140

amvets2010@yahoo.com

AMVETS Post 24
P.O. Box 1163

Buffalo, NY 14215
716-563-2536

AMVETS Post 26
129 Cramer Street

North Tonawanda, NY 14120
716-694-6290

AMVETS Post 35
2107 Greenpoint Avenue
Schenectady, NY 12303 

518-356-1474

AMVETS Post 38
1440 Shore Drive
Bronx, NY 10465

781-822-2003
nypost38@optonline.net

AMVETS Post 40
178 Waverly Street
Yonkers, NY 10701

914-377-6476

AMVETS Post 45
3071 Abbott Road

Orchard Park, NY 14127
716-823-3147

AMVETS Post 48
P.O. Box 3006

660 Hawkins Avenue
Ronkonkoma, NY 11779

631-588-1401

AMVETS Post 49
3758 Sheridan Drive
Amherst, NY 14226

716-833-1875

AMVETS Post 55
60 South Avenue

Smithtown, NY 11787

AMVETS Post 72
1881 Clinton Street
Buffalo, NY 14206

716-825-6607

AMVETS Post 76
44 West Main Street

Bay Shore, NY 11706
631-665-3526

Amvets76@aol.com

AMVETS Post 87
P.O. Box 494

1411 Rt. 9 South
Keesville, NY 12944

518-834-5157

AMVETS Post 88
692 Broadway

Massapequa, NY 11758-2324
516-798-9188

post88amvets@aol.com

AMVETS Post 99
6419 #4 Road

Lowville, NY 13367
315-376-3827

AMVETS Post 103
P.O. Box 40501

Staten Island, NY 10304
718-496-1500

tom4titles@aol.com

AMVETS Post 111
15 Cedar Avenue

Patchogue, NY 11772
631-475-1721

amvetsnews@gmail.com

AMVETS Post 175
P.O. Box 264

Warnerville, NY 12187
AMVETS Post 187

P.O. Box 306
Dansville, NY 14437

585-335-6106

AMVETS Post 219
P.O. Box 271

Boston, NY 14025
716-941-5966

AMVETS POST 245
28 Broadway

Hornell, NY 14843
607-324-3515

amvetspost245@verizon.net

AMVETS Post 262
P.O. Box 272

Colton, NY 13865
315-262-2507

AMVETS Post 265
P.O. Box 803

Parishville, NY 13672
315-268-0851

vets@amvets265.org

AMVETS Post 282
P.O. Box 282

Potsdam, NY 13676
315-261-4764

AMVETS Post 370
P.O. Box 62

Mexico, NY 13114
315-342-1586

AMVETS Post 374
104 Birch Street

Lake George, NY 12845
518-668-2045

AMVETS Post 384
2147 Whitesboro Street

Utica, NY 13502
315-765-0162

amvetspost384@gmail.com

AMVETS Post 513
P.O. Box 513

Montezuma, NY 13117
315-776-4714

AMVETS Post 637
3960 Main Street

Strykersville, NY 14145
585-457-3598

AMVETS Post 669
60 Main Street

Cooperstown, NY 13326
607-547-8282

AMVETS Post 706
P.O. Box 121

Richfield Springs, NY 13439

AMVETS Post 722
P.O. Box 1704

Binghamton, NY 13904
607-743-1982

AMVETS Post 726
P.O. Box 731

Jamestown, NY 14702-0731
716-664-7538

AMVETS Post 729
105 Maxwell Avenue

North Syracuse, NY 13212
315-652-1534

AMVETS Post 797
P.O. Box 797

Nassau, NY 12123
518-788-1983

AMVETS Post 777
4274 Acme Road

Frankfort, NY 13340

AMVETS Post 826
501 Upper Avenue

Newburg, NY 12550
wwisemenjr@hvcrr.com

AMVETS Post 868
110 West Main Street
Brocton, NY 14716

518-622-9841
Alternate: 518-622-8696

AMVETS Post 897
149 Lake Avenue

Blasdell, NY 14219
716-821-1689

AMVETS Post 917
49 The Boulevard

Staten Island, NY 10314

AMVETS Post 1013
P.O. Box 110251

Cambria Heights, NY 11411

AMVETS Post 1017
Box 123

Hannibal, NY 13074
315-564-5857

AMVETS Post 1111
4 Fairfield Drive

Patterson, NY 12563

AMVETS Post 1460
P.O. Box 435

Machias, NY 14042

AMVETS Post 1473
9815 Rt. 242

East Randolph, NY 14730

AMVETS Post 1887
8554 North Main Street

Angola, NY 14006

AMVETS Post 1941
P.O. Box 352

Penn Yan, NY 14527

AMVETS Post 1997
107 State Street

Heuvelton, NY 13654
315-344-2364

AMVETS Post 1998
P.O. Box 986

Port Jeff Station, NY 11776
631-473-9774

AMVETS Post 2000
990 State Highway 163
Fort Plain, NY 13339

518-993-3637

AMVETS Post 2004
P.O. Box 156

South Cairo, NY 12482
518-678-9309

AMVETS Post 2278
P.O. Box 935

Montour Falls, NY 14865

AMVETS Post 2752
P.O. Box 45

Maryland, NY 12116
607-638-5509

JoeStaruck@gmail.com

AMVETS Post 2946
3 North Montgomery Street

Walden, NY 12586 
845-778-5622

vga@warwick.net



WINTER • 2015 Empire AMVET

31

(please print information below)

I APPLY FOR:  * NEW ANNUAL     LIFE MEMBERSHIP 

and present $250 for dues.          *dues will vary from Post to Post.

POST # ________________________________________________ STATE ____________________

SPONSOR _________________________________________________________________________ 

NAME_______________________________________________________________________ _____

SPOUSE ________________________________  Phone ____________________________________

Address  ___________________________________________________________________________

City ____________________________________  State ______________  Zip  __________________

Branch of service ____________________________________________________________________

Active duty  National Guard  Reserves  Other ____________________________________

Year entered ______________________________  Year discharged  __________________________

Type of discharge ___________________________________________________________________

Sex: Male Female ___________________________  Date of Birth_______/________/________

I certify that I meet the eligibility requirements for membership in AMVETS. If I join as a 
member, I understand that I may be asked to prove membership eligibility by presenting a copy of my DD 214.

SIGNATURE _______________________________________________________________________

DATE _______/________/________

POST (Authorizing Officer) ___________________________________________________________

Present to local AMVETS Post in your city or send to: _______________________________________
Richard Rossi (Post 88)

PO Box 7037, Wantagh, NY 11793
516-312-2896

richross88@verizon.net

AMVETS
Application

 for 
Membership

Ask Your:
Grocer Policeman Brother
Barber Minister Neighbor
Plumber Co-Worker Dry Cleaner
Electrician Banker Father-in-Law
Mechanic Butcher Brother-in-Law
Doctor Shoemaker Clothier
Dentist Lawyer Insurance Man
Druggist Fireman

“AMVETS 
Wants You”

Eligibility: All American veterans who honorably 
separated after September 15, 1940

or are now serving in the Armed Forces, 
National Guard or Reservists,

are eligible for membership in AMVETS.

New York’s Finest
Veterans

Organization
Ask a friend to join us NOW!

AMVETS Post 6472
234 Central Avenue

Silver Creek, NY 14136
716-934-4440

kenskins@gmail.com

AMVETS Post 7777
26 Jackson Avenue

Jamestown, NY 14701
716-487-3330

AMVETS Post 8113
P.O. Box 433

West Seneca, NY 14224

AMVETS Post 8735
305 Fourth Street

Little Valley, NY 14755
716-938-9376

AMVETS Post 8793
P.O. Box 95

Ellenburg Depot, NY 12935
518-594-7067

thing about it. “I was looking at his shoes 
and they were just worn out and looked 
trashed. There was no way his feet were 
going to heal up in those shoes, especially 
if he was homeless and walking through 
puddles and the cold weather,” Maulden 
said.

“I just asked him what size shoe he 
wore and it happened to be my size. I had 
on some fairly new shoes and had prob-
ably only worn them a few times.” “I just 
couldn’t send him out there like that and 
I only had an hour left in my shift, so I 
figured I could get by wearing socks until 
I got home,” he added.

“I just put my shoes on him and asked 
him if they fit. He just needed a new pair 
of shoes and I had some, so I just gave 
them to him. It just felt like the right thing 
to do.”

Maulden finished out his shift in medi-
cal shoe covers to prevent any unsanitary 
conditions as a result of giving up his shoes.

Ruth Lee, Emergency Department nurse 
manager and retired Army officer, said that 
although what Maulden did that night was 
a little unorthodox, seeing that level of car-
ing and compassion serves as an inspira-
tion to others in the health care field.

“It just made my heart warm to know that 

one of the nurses would do that,” she said. 
“I was so excited when I heard what he had 
done because I’m a Veteran, and so to hear 
that someone would go that far to care for 
Veterans — it’s just really very special.”

 “He needed something 
I could provide.”

Salisbury VA Medical Center Director 
Kaye Green echoed Lee’s sentiments. “We 
don’t ask every staff member here to give 
a Veteran their shoes, and certainly we 
don’t expect that, but can you imagine 
what a world it would be if every person 
had that attitude and generosity of spirit,” 
she said. “I feel like what Chuck did 
demonstrates every one of VA’s I CARE 
values: Integrity, Commitment, Advocacy, 
Respect and Excellence.”

Maulden, who is very humble about the 
encounter (and not too crazy about all the 
publicity) said while he doesn’t plan on 
giving away more of his shoes, he was glad 
to do something a little extra to help out 
someone in need. “I just felt like he needed 
something I could provide. He’s obviously 
got a harder life than I do,” he said. “I just 
felt I would rest easier at night knowing I 
did everything I could for him. I just saw 
something I could do and I did it.”

—Continued from Pg. 26
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113th CONGRESS • 2ND SESSION
S. RES. 506

Recognizing the patriotism and contributions of auxiliaries of veterans’ service organizations.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES
JULY 17, 2014

Mrs: BOXER (for herself, Mr. BURR, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, and Mr. COATS) submitted the following resolution; 
which was referred to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs

SEPTEMBER 16, 2014
Committee discharged; considered and agreed to

RESOLUTION
Recognizing the patriotism and contributions of auxiliaries of veterans’ service organizations.

Whereas, for nearly a century, auxiliaries have served as a complementary and integral part of veterans service organizations, 
 supporting members of the Armed Forces, veterans, and their families;
Whereas, since their inception, auxiliary units have proudly supported members of the Armed Forces, veterans, and the families of 

those who have served, volunteering hundreds of thousands of hours and raising billions of dollars;
Whereas, auxiliaries have representatives in all 50 States and abroad;
Whereas, auxiliaries have more than 1,000,w members and are composed of wives, widows, mothers, grandmothers, daughters, and 
 granddaughters of veterans, as well as veterans themselves;
Whereas, auxiliary units have raised money to aid and enhance the lives of members of the Armed Forces, veterans, and their families 

through financial support—providing assistance with essentials such as rent, child care, utilities, and food;
Whereas, auxiliary units host “stand-downs” that focus on providing vital health and support services to homeless veterans;
Whereas, auxiliary units strengthen their local communities by conducting food drives, visiting hospitals, and providing 
 scholarships to youth;
Whereas, auxiliary units serve as advocates for veterans and their families;
Whereas, auxiliary units conduct welcome home and send-off events for members of the Armed Forces;
Whereas, members of auxiliaries selflessly volunteer their services at facilities of the Department of Veterans Affairs and throughout 

the country to enhance the lives of veterans and their families; and
Whereas, each year, auxiliary units raise millions of dollars for cancer research: Now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Senate—
(1) honors and recognizes the patriotism and countless contributions to the United States by generations of women in the auxiliaries of 

veterans service organizations;
(2) commends members of auxiliaries in the United States and abroad for their dedicated service to and support of members of the 

Armed Forces and veterans as well as their families and communities;
(3) encourages the people of the United States to promote awareness of the contributions and dedication of members of auxiliaries to 

members of the Armed Forces, veterans, and their families; and
(4) calls on the people of the United States to follow the noble example of the auxiliaries of veterans service organizations and volunteer 

support and services to those who have selflessly served the United States.

When will the Awards be made for the AMVETS National Scholarships?
• 19 June 2015

When will the Awards be made for the AMVETS/University of Phoenix Scholarships
 • 11 November 2015

What scholarships are available?
AMVETS National Scholarships 
	 •	 Four	specific	to	Veterans,	Active	Duty,	Guard/Reserves:
	 •	 https://app.wizehive.com/apps/amvetsscholarships1
	 •	 Two	 specific	 to	 children/grandchildren	 of	 Veterans,	 Active	 Duty,	 Guard	

Reserves*: https://app.wizehive.com/apps/amvetsscholarships2
	 •	 One	 specific	 to	 Veterans,	 Active	 Duty,	 Guard/Reserves	 &	 family	 members	

offered in partnership with the University of Phoenix. 
Apply Here: www.phoenix.edu/amvetscholar

When are applications accepted?
	 •	 January	through	April	2015	–	For	AMVETS	National	Scholarships
	 •	 May	through	August	2015	–	For	the	AMVETS/University	of	Phoenix	Scholarship

What are the eligibility requirements for the AMVETS National Scholarships?
	 •	 Must	be	a	United	States	Citizen
	 •	 Must	 provide	 evidence	 of	 active	 duty	 status	 or	 veteran	 status	 having	 served	

honorably
	 •	 Must	have	a	high	school	diploma	or	GED
	 •	 Must	demonstrate	financial	need
	 •	Must	be	enrolled	or	accepted	for	enrollment	to	an	eligible	program
	 •	Must	not	be	in	default	on	a	federal	student	loan
	 •	 Must	 not	 be	 convicted	 under	 state	 or	 federal	 law	 for	 sale	 of	 or	 possession	 of	 

illegal drugs
	 •	Must	agree	to	authorize	AMVETS	to	publicize	your	scholarship	award,	if	you	are 

selected

What is the basis of selection for the AMVETS National Scholarships?
	 •	 All	 scholarships	are	awarded	on	 the	basis	of	 financial	need,	academic	promise, 

and merit. The scholar-ships are intended to provide financial assistance for  
veterans, service members, and families that have exhausted government aid, or 
who might not otherwise have the financial means to further their education.

	 •	 Must	 submit	 a	 complete,	 signed	 application,	 together	 with	 all	 supporting	
documents, by the deadline listed

	 •	 Scholarship	 selection	 shall	 me	 made	 without	 regard	 to	 race,	 color,	 national 
origin, sex, or disability

	 •	 The	award	determination	will	be	made	on	the	selection	committee’s	scores	of	the	
overall quality of the application and the scholarship essay. 

	 •	 The	decision	of	the	Scholarship	Committee	is	final	and	not	subject	to	a	review		
 process

What type of educational programs may the AMVETS National Scholarships be  
used for?
	 •	 Part	time	or	full	time	undergraduate	courses
	 •	 Graduate	courses
	 •	 Accredited	degree	or	certificate	programs
	 •	 Online	educational	programsw
What do I need to do in order to qualify for renewal of the annual awards?
	 •	 The	schools	prescribed	academic	standards	must	be	maintained
	 •	 Evidence	of	continued	enrollment	must	be	provided
	 •	 All	scholarships	must	be	used	in	their	entirety	within	five	years	of	the	
 award date
	 •	 Any	amount	remaining	unused	within	five	years	will	be	forfeited
How will my personal information be used?

In the spirit of The Privacy Act of 1974, 5 U.S.C. & 552A, as amended, protecting 
your privacy is important to us. AMVETS will use the personal information you 
provide for thwe sole purpose of evaluating your scholarship application. It will not be 
shared, sold or otherwise made available to any individual, corporation or organization. 
Disclosure is voluntary. However, failure to provide information could preclude your 
consideration for this scholarship.

What are the values of AMVETS National Scholarships being offered?
Veterans, Active Duty, Guard/Reserves 
	 •	 $4,000	–	($1,000	awarded	annually	over	four	years)	5	awarded	this	year
	 •	 $3,000	–	2	awarded	this	year
	 •	 $1,000	–	1	awarded	this	year
Children, grandchildren of veteran or active duty service member/Guard or Reserve*: 
Graduating High School Seniors Only
	 •	 $4,000	–	($1,000	awarded	annually	over	four	years)	6	awarded	each	year
	 •	 $1,000	–	1	awarded	each	year

AMVETS National Scholarships • AMVETS Scholarships FAQ


